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| hate candidates for the office of U. S. senator, and 


| 2 U.S. senator, but the senate had already decided, 


| the subject of the contested election in the 8th sena- 


eae Te 


© PRINT 


‘ments relating to the extraordinary proceedings at 
» Harrisburg, which we will insert hereafter, that a 
J history of the case may be preserved. 
“Jadvices from that city, the excitement had not) 


'¥ violence would be committed—the city was filled 
» with troops froin various sections of the state. 


7 us, to say what has been done by the senators and 
7 delegates. 
4 delegates—and the senate has acknowledged that 
} composed of the Whig members. 
* hext give some details. 


4 the amendments to the constitution were readin the 
>} presence of the house of representatives. The whig 
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The length of the report of the secretary of 


> treasury, and the space occupied by the pro- 


the t i 
ceedings of congress, have crowded out a large 


number of interesting miscellaneous articles. 





We regret to learn that the hon. John M. 

Prentiss has been. prevented from being in_his 

lace for some days past, by an indisposition which 
has confined him to his room. 





ig We understand that Mr. Cheatham, of Ten- 
nessee, was absent from the house on Wednesday, 
when the vote was taken upon the resolutions offer- 
ed by Mr. Atherton upoa the subject of abolition 
petitions, by reason of indispositioa. 

fg- By an express slip from the Natchez Courier, 
of December 4, we have intelligence of the destruc- 
tion of the steamboat Augusta, with the death or 





fg- We learn from the ‘Baltimore Chronicle” that 
capt. J. L: Nicholson, of the U. S. navy, died of 
apoplexy at7 o’clock on Wednesday evening. At 
2 P. M.-he was in the street in fine health and 
spirits. 


{g-We have on hand a large number of docu- 


At the last 





abated, but there was a strong hope that no acts of | 


It is almost impossible, from the accounts before 
Each party has organised a house of 
We will in our 


On Tuesday last the return of votes for and against 


return of the vote in Philadelphia county was read. 
The result was, : 





For the amendments, 113,971 
Against them, 112,759 
Majority for the amendments, 1,212 


The official votes for the governor were on Wed- 
nesday opened and read by the president of the 
senate, in the presence of the two houses, and the 
wgeregate vote for each candidate declared to be as 

ollows: 





For Porter, . ‘ 127,821 
Ritner, 122,325 
5,496 


The vote for Philadelphia county was counted as 
returned by the whig judges. 

Sinc> the above was written, we have seen a slip 
from the Harrisburg Reporter, dated on Thursday 
morning. 

In the senate, on Wednesday, a resolution was 
offered, proposing that the senate proceed to nomi- 





that a teller be appointed on the part of the senate. 
The motion to give the resolution a second reading 
was decided in the negative. 

A committee of the Van Buren division of the 
house subsequently appeared in the senate, and an- 
nounced its readiness to proceed in the election of 


as stated above, not to go into the election. 


At the hour of 11 o’clock, A. M., the speaker of } 
the senate proceeded, inthe presence of the mem- 
bers of the senate and house of representalives, to 
read the election returns from the several ‘counties 
for governor, the result of which is given in the 
paragraph above, on that subject. ~ 

After the business of counting the votes for go- 
vernor was completed, the houses separated, and 
the senate proceeded to consider the resolution on 


torial district. 

An amendment was offered by Mr. Bell, and ad- 
Vvocated by him. Mr. Pearson spoke against the 
amendment and in favor of the original resolution, 
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and finally the amendment was rejected and the 
resolution adopted. 

In the Van Buren division of the house, Mr. 
McElwee, from the committee appointed to inquire 
into the cause of the presence of an armed force, 
made areport which was afterwards withdrawn. 

ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO INVADE CANADA. By 
the following from the Detroit Daily Advertiser of 
the 4th inst., it will be seen that our deluded coun- 
trymen have made another attempt to invade Cana- 
da, and that they have been repulsed with loss. 
There are reports that the “patriots” had possession 
of Sandwich and had burned the barracks; but they 
are doubtful. 

“This morning about two o’clock the “patriots” 
having stolen the steamboat Champlain, succeeded 
in affecting a landing on the Canada shore, a few 
miles above the city, and marched down to Windsor, 
iminediately opposite this place, where they burnt a 
British steamboat, and several buildings, we be- 
lieve, occupied asa military depot. They were op- 
posed by the militia stationed there, and a skirmish of 
some severity ensued, after which the firing ceased; 
the British retreated below, and the patriots marched 
up the river. Reinforcements were immediately 
expected from Sandwich; and bloody work may be 
expected soon. The patriots, it is said, number be- 
tween two and three hundred. sing 

Much excitement prevails in town. It is said by 
persons who came over in a small boat after the 
skirmish, that seventeen of the militia were killed 
and several wounded, and that a large number of the 
militia joined the ‘‘patriots.”? Loss on the part of 
the patriots, one killed and two wounded. A de- 
tachment of United States troops with two pieces of 
ordnance, under the coramand of major Payne, are 
now on board the Erie. They will prevent any fur- 
ther accession being made to the “patriot army.” 

P. S. The British,troops have killed, taken, and 
dispersed all that crossed over. 

ImporTANT Frou Mextco. From the New 
Orleans Bee of December 8. We are indebted to 
the captain of the Meteore for the following ample 
and highly interesting details respecting the ex- 
pedition and the attack upon the fortress of San 
Juan de Ulloa. 

After the arrival of admiral Baudin off the coast 
of Mexico, M. Leroy, one of the commanders, was 
despatched to the city of Mexico, to make known 
to the government the ultimatum of France. A 
few days after he returned, without bringing any 
satisfactory reply. The next morning a letter was 
received, ins which Mr. Baudin was requested to 
repair to Jalapa, in order to treat with the envoys 
of the government, and to send away a part of his 
forces, that Mexico might not appear to be com- 
pelled to yield to violence. The admiral consent- 
ed to the first conditions, but refused ponte to 
listen to the second. He therefore took his depar- 
ture, and was saluted with salvo of nineteen guns 
on his entrance into Vera Cruz. 

On his return, he stated that the envoys had ac- 
cepted allthe conditions imposed by France, with 
a single exception, viz: that by virtue of which 
Mexico was to authorise sales by retail to be made 


by the French; and that the envoys had wished to} q 


consult the governm@t respecting this point.— 
M. Baudin added that he had granted them a few 
days more; but as at the expiration of this period 
the replies still continued unsatisfactory, hostilities 
would immediately commence. 

On the morning of the 27th, the bomb vessels 
Cyclop and Vulcan were towed by the steamboats 
as far as the middle of the shoals which bound the 
eastern side, where they anchored. The Nereide, 
commanded by the admiral, the Gloire and Iphi- 
genie took their places afterwards on the line. In 
the meanwhile, some of the Mexican envoys went 
on board of the admiral’s vessel, and sought to ob- 
tain arespite. At 25 minutes past two, they left 
the frigate. The signal to prepare for action was 
given at 28 minutes past 2, the fire commenced, 
and continued nearly four hours without intermis- 
sion. The prince de Joinville, unwilling to re- 
main an idle spectator, asked permission of adini- 
ral Baudin to take a part in the action, and with- 
out waiting for his reply, raised the tri-colored flag 
on board the Creole, discharged a broadside at the 
fortress, and kept up for some time a heavy fire. 











The Creole was struck by several bullets. ‘The 
bomb shells effected most dreadful havoc within 
the fortress. The situation of the powder maga- 
zines being known, shells were thrown directly 
upon the spot. Three of them exploded with so 
much violence, that the decks of several of the 
French vessels at the distance of more than a mile 
were strewed with their fragments. The Cavollero, 
one of the strongest towers of the fort, exploded 
about 5 o’clock p.m. The portions of the fort 
demolished by the frigates were in a most deplora- 
ble condition, the embrasures being entirely dis- 
mounted and battered to pieces. At 5 o’clock, 
the guns of the Mexicans were nearly silenced. 

The frigate La Gloire was then removed by the 
steamboat Meteore. The fire of the two others con- 
tinued until nightfall. It was then kept up solely 
by the bomb vessels. Just as the frigate Admiral 
was about to set sail, a canoe approached from the 
fortress and demanded a truce, that the dead and 
the wounded who were buried under the ruins 
might be withdrawn. The admiral replied that he 
could not grant a truce, but that he would send a 
summons to capitulate, and that if it were not 
signed by six o’clock a. m. of the 28th, he would 
recommence his attack on the fort and city. The 
terms of surrender were accepted, and at break of 
day all the boats of the squadron were sent to carry 
off the rest of the garrison. ‘Tle surgeons of the 
different vessels were likewise sent to attend the 
wounded of the enemy, who were subsequently re- 
moved to Vera Cruz. 

In the action, which was continued two hours and 
a half by two of the frigates, and four by the third, 
eight thousand balls and three hundred and twenty 
bombs were thrown into the fortress. On the French 
side five men were killed, one of whom was a mid- 
shipman, and thirty-three wounded, two of whom 
were officers. 

The Mexicans have suffered immensely. The 
captain of the Meteore, with whom we conversed, 
gave us a touching description of the carnage. The 
shore was covered with the dead and dying, and 
the piteous cries of the latter were heard amid all 
the din and tumult of the battle. 

In case this attack had proved unsuccessful, a 
force composed of 500 marines and 300 cannoniers 
was ready to assault the fort; and the steamboats 
being furnished with bridges to be cast upon the 
walls, the castle would have been carried by assault. 

We must not omit adding, that throughout this 
affair the conduct of admiral Baudin was marked 
by generosity. He refrained from firing upon the 
city, and though he was strongly advised to attack 
the fort during the night, which would have given 
him an immense advantage, he replied that he 
would only fight the enemy in the day. The other 
vessels belonging to the squadron took no share im 
the action, as there was not room enough for their 
operations. 

The French vessels still continue to cruize in the 
neighborhood of the coast of Mexico, to prevent the 
entrance of vessels in any other port than that of 
Vera Cruz. 

We are told that the English consul had request. 
ed admiral Baudin to spare his house, if he attacked 
the city. The admiral promised to observe his re- 
vest. By a Curious fatality the only bomb that 
reached the town fell and exploded near the dwell- 
ing of that funetionary, carrying off part of the roof. 

The French squadron now consists of twenty- 
three vessels. 

The consignee of a Mexican vessel which ar- 
rived at New Orleans on the 6th instant, from Cam- 
peachy, has communicated to the editor of the 
Courier the following items of Mexican news: 

“Gen. Piedras, with three hundred Mexican 
troops, had re-taken the fort which commands the 
bar at Tampico. General Coss was in Puebla 
Viego, with eight hundred men. Gen. Canolis was 
in Almiras, at the head of thirteen hundred Mexican 
soldiers. It was thought that all the troops in the 
interior, who had pronounced for the federal sys- 
tem, would give up and join the government party. 
A great scarcity of provisions existed at Tampico.” 

APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT, 9 

By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Benjamin F. Butler, ot New York, attorney ot 
the United States for the southern district of New 
York, in the place of William M. Price, removed. 
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The expenditures for 1839, 
of eight millions of treasury notes, 
due in that year, ure estimated at 


including the redemption 
and interest, falling 
$30,500,000 00 








of the old appropriations which 
Thee outstanding on the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1839, it is computed that there 
wili be expended in that year - 
The treasury notes to be redeemed, and 
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amounting to $1,045.342 00 


.— = 
—— 








The estimates for new appropriations 
now presented from the different de- 
partments amountto - = = - $21,665,089 93 

To these may be added permanent ap- 
propriations for the, service of 1839, 


made by former acts, equalto - 9,894,000 00 





These make all the new and perma- 


nent appropriations for 1839. 31,559.089 95 


Viz: civil, foreiga intercourse, and mis- 

cellaneous, - - $3,653,157 87 

Military service, &c. - 13,969,836 01 

Naval service, &c. - 5,881,096 07 

Redemption of treasury 
notes, and other public 
debt; 








8,059,000 00 








For further particulars see the details of the an- 
nual estimates. (B.) 

It will be perceived by these statements that no 
surplus balance will probably exist either on the Ist 
of January, 1339, or during that year, to be deposi- 
ted with the several states for safe-keeping as a 
fourth instalment under the deposite act of June 
23, 1336. Indeed, great care will be necessary in 
restricting the appropriations to the necessary wants 
of the governinent, or the receipts will not be suffi- 
cient to meet the current deiwnands on the treasury, 
unless those receipts should unexpectedly exceed 
the present estimates. 

When an unusual excess existed in the treasury, it 
was proposed to place that fourth instalment with 
the states for safe-keeping till needed; but before it 
became payable, the money was wanted to discharge 
existing appropriations. The deposite of it was, 
therefore, postponed by congress till next January, 
and the money has been used by the United States, 
to which it belonged, without incurring the expense 
and inconvenience to allthe parties concerned, of 
paying and then immediately recalling it. That in- 
stalment is not a debt due to the states, and hence is 
not required to be paid like an appropriation for the 
public service. Yet the remark may properly be 
added, that if a surplus should hereafter accrue, 
large enough, after defraying all the existing chargas 
imposed by congress upon the treasury, to make 
the deposite originally contemplated, this depart- 
ment, with its present views, would feel bound to 
carry it into eifect, unless congress, in the mean 
tine, should further modify the laws now in force in 
relation to the subject. 

V. EXPORTS AND IMPORTS IN 1833. 

The exports during the year ending September 
30, 1838, are computed to have been $103,136,000. 

Of these, about $90,666,000 were of domestic 
and $12,470,000 of foreign origin. 

The former have diminished from the previous 
year, $4,893,414, and the latter, $9,384,962. 

The imports for the same year.were $112,000,000. 

These are $28,989,217 less in value than those of 
the previous year, being nearly $78,000,000 less 
than those under the enormous overtrading and 
other overactions which characterized 1836. 

For further particulars reference may be had to 
the table annexed, (C) 

It is an interesting fact, that during the last three 
years more than $36,000,000 annually, or an average 
of nearly nine-tenths of our whole domestic exports, 
have been derived from ugriculture. More than 
seven-tenths of our whole population are probably 
employed in that useful pursuit. 

VI. EXPLANATIONS OF THE ESTIMATES OF THE RECEIPTS 
AND EXPENDITURES, AND SUGGESTIONS ON THE MODE OF 
MEETING FLUCTUATIONS IN THEM. 

The receipts from customs during the present 
year will vary but little from the estimate submit- 
ted in the last annual report. The receipts from 
lands will be less; but the amount of sales made, 
and pre-emption rights existing, will not differ es- 
sentially from what was anticipated, though the act 





of congress, as to the latter, passed go late that pay- 
ments for all of them could not be realized till an- 
other year, without causing much irtonvenience 
and unnecessary pressure in some portions of the 
country. 

The estimates presented for new appropriations 
and for expenditures, in 1838, were quite as large as 
the views of the different departments, at the time 
congress assembled in December last, appeared to 
justify. But the unexpected continuance of the 
Florida war, a solicitude to induce the Cherokees to 
remove peaceably, and an earnest desire tosuppress, 
with promptitude, all threatened disturbances on 
our northern frontier, with several other measures 
of less importance, originating in congress, led that 
body to make appropriations amounting to nearly 
ten millions beyond those requested in the annual 
estimates. Some provision of additional means, 
corresponding to this excess, became therefore ne- 
cessary; and, in order to discharge the excess, and 
guard against contingencies, as well as avert the 
consequences of a protracted suspension of specie 
payments by the banks, congress wisely granted 
the additional authority both to sell the bonds of the 
United States Bank and to issue new treasury notes, 
instead of such as might be paid in before the time 
for their redemption arrived. 

Fhe apprehensions of embarrassments in_ the 
finances within the year,which had arisen from those 
unexpected appropriations, and from the failure 
that then continued among the banks in most quar- 
ters of the union to return to specie payments, were 
removed by these opportune provisions. Occasions, 
however, have not yet arisen to require the fuli use 
of either of them. 

The whole amount of treasury notes outstanding 
at any one time since they were first authorized, in 
October, 1837, has never equalled ten millious of 
doliars. The amount now outstanding is only 
$7,754,560 01. Besides the restriction on the sale of 
the bonds of the United States Bank, the want of 
power to guaranty their eventual payment, and the 
short period they had torun, with the great quantity 
of state stocks in the market of a better character 
for permanent investment, caused some temporary 
inconvenience, and prevented any offer for them 
above par, either at home or abroad. The sale, 
however, of one becoming expedient, it was effected 
within the limitations prescribed. It has not yet 
been found necessary to dispose of the other. But 
it is expected that, when the period for redeeming 
most of the outstanding treasury notes arrives, it 
inust be sold, unless other means to meet the public 
engagements shall, in the mean time, be provided 
by congress. 

If the receipts from customs or lands should ex- 
ceed the estimates made for the ensuing year, which, 
in the vacillations of trade, is not very improbable, 
still it is not supposed the excess will be so large 
that all the expected charges on the year can be de- 
frayed withouta sale of the remaining bond, or some 
equivalent resource. 

The estimates of receipts for 1839, rest on the fol- 
lowing general views: An overflowing tide of specu- 
lation and bank issues, like that of 1836, is not an- 
ticipated, while the recent evils and disasters from 
these sources are fresh in remembrance. Nor, on 
the contrary, is any expectation entertained of a 
repetition, so soon, of the mercantile revulsions 
which characterized the year 1837. 

The receipts from duties during the last year, if 
the bonds had not been postponed, would have been 
about $16,000,000. Those of the present year, in 
the ordinary operation of the laws, without the post- 
poned bonds, will not probably exceed $13,000,000. 

By supposing a large increase of 50 per cent. in 
1839 beyond the ordinary receipts for the last year, 
they would amount to between nineteen and twenty 
millions, and would be larger than the receipts in 
1835. Such an increase would be greater than in 
any previous year of our history, not affected by 
commercial restrictions, foreign wars, or important 
changes in the tariff. 

Considering that, under the present credits, the 
duties actually paid within any calendar year must 
be estimated chiefly on the i:nports from the first of 
July preceding, to the first of July in that year, and 
that two biennial reductions in the tariff have occur- 
red since 1835, it is believed that nineteen or twen- 
ty millions is an estimate sufficiently high for 1839. 

But as the receipts of late have depended, much 
less than formerly, when credits were longer and 
almost universal, on the amount of bonds taken in 
previous years, the estimates must be much more 
conjectural; and intestine commotions, wars in 
Europe or on our own borders, fluctuations in crops 
or prices, and various other contingencies in the 
ensuing year, which cannot be foreseen or compu- 
ted. may vary the result several millions. 

The reduced receipts both from lands and duties 
in 1837 and 1838, as compared with the two prece- 


ding years, were anticipated by the department in 
1836, and a permanent provision to meet any defi- 
ciency was earnestly urged on the consideration of 
congress. 

Confident as were the expectations entertained by 
many, that the revenue of 1837 would be so great 
as to justify further Jarge deposites with the states, 
and severe as were the censures bestowed on those 
who expressed apprehensions of a different result, a 
striking diminution in the revenue actually occur- 
red. Although any difference of opinion on a point 
of so much importance to the public faith was deep- 
ly regretted by the department, yet it felt constrain- 
ed, at that time, to regard many appearances of ex- 
traordinary prosperity as delusive; the existing 
surplus as temporary and fallacious in its character; 
and consequently believed that much of it was likely 
to be required in a few years to meet deficiencies 
in the revenue, arising from the progressive reduc- 
tion of the tariff, and those fluctuations in income 
and expenditure, to which all governments are 
more or less subject, and to which our own system of 
finance is peculiarly exposed. 

Apart from the contingencies of war, and other 
exigencies affecting expenditure, it is impossible, 
under the ebbs and fluods of trade and speculations 
of all kinds, which, with the present banking sys- 
tem, are as certain though not so regular as the 
tides, that a revenue derived chiefly from foreign 
importations, and the sales of land, should not 
vibrate with such changes. The department, there- 
fore, has discharged a duty deemed imperative, in 
urging on the attention of congress, at several ses- 
sions, some perinanent and efficient arrangement 
for enabling the treasury to meet such fluctuations 
without injury to the public credit. } 

On one occasion, permanent legislation in re- 
spect to this point did take place. But that has 
been repealed, or indefinitely postponed by the act 
of October 12, 1837; and the temporary measures 
substituted, having nearly ceased their operation, 
the necessity of some further provision is apparent. 
The form seems to be the great question of difficul- 
ty; there being, it is apprehended, a general con- 
currence of views in favor of having some effectual 
provision on a subject of such obvious importance. 

The investment of a part of the snrplus in the 
treasury in state stocks, in the manner which for 
several years has been successfully practised, under 
the acts of congress, as to large sums belonging to the 
Indians, so as to constitute a provident fund to meet 
contingencies and fluctuations, was the mode first 
recommended by the department. But a substitute 
for this plan was preferred by congress, which di- 
rected the whole surplus to be deposited with the 
states for safekeeping, and enabled the secretary of 
the treasury to recall it, whenever needed for public 
purposes. In the autumn of 1837, however, when 
the necessity of resorting to this substitute was in 
view, congress postponed its operation. Instead of 
it, the power to issue treasury notes for a limited 
period was granted, and for additional security 
against deficiencies, the deposite of the fourth in- 
stalment with the states was deferred till next 
January, and afterwards the power to sell the bonds 
of the United States Bank was added. But both of 
those powers will soon be inoperative, and without 
some further legislation on this subject, which shal] 
be of an efficient character, and be available at an 
early day, the preservation of the public faith must 
be endangered. 

Recent experience is full of admonition on this 
question. Since the extinguishment of the national 
debt, and especially within the last three years, it 
has been the policy of congress to avoid a large 
balance in the treasury immediately available, 
which, if unemployed for the public service, was 
regarded as taken from the circulation of the coun- 
try, and in some degree hoarded, though deposited 
in banks which had made the public money the 
basis of enlarged operations. This policy, as it 
obviates the hazard attending such operations, as 
well as the imputation of improper influence in the 
management of the money, is certainly the most 
prudent. But the preservation of the ashe faith, 
either under the former practice of keeping the 
money in banks, or under the proposed system of an 
independent treasury, may occasionally render other 
resources necessary, from the considerable fluctua- 
tions which are frequently occurring in our receipts 
and expenditures from year to year, and even from 
month to month. Thus, the receipts from the usual 
sources, whicli were, in 1834, about twenty-one mil- 
lions, rose unexpectedly in 1836 to forty-eight mil- 
lions; but fell again as suddenly in 1837 to only 
about nineteen millions. So the aggregate expen- 
ditures in 1884 and 1835, independent of any pay- 
ments for trusts or the national debt, were on 
seventeen or eighteen millions; but from Indian 
wars and other causes they rapidly rose, and not- 





withstanding the diminution in receipts, have re- 
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mained ‘since not far from thirty millions yearly. 
Again, in the month of January last, the expendi- 
tures were only about one million eight hundred 


thousand dollars; andin May last, only two millions! stead of forty-three millions, must necessarily re- 
two hundred and forty-two thousand dollars; butin | 


July, they suddenly increased to over four millions | at the same time, some of these circumstances 


five hundred thousand dollars, being 
single month, of nearly two millions and a third, or 
more than enough to sweep off, in thirty days, the 
whole balance on hand. Consequently, at any 
period, with only a million or two in the treasury, 
and the current receipts being less than two mil- 
lions monthly, it is obvious that the public engage- 
ments could not ail be punctually met, unless some 
power, like those before named, shall exist to pro- 
vide for calls so unequal in different portions of the 
year, as well as in different years. Though the 
receipts for any one year may be equal to the whole 
expenditures within it, even that will notremove the 
difficulty. The expenditures may be required in 
larger proportions in the first half of the year, and 
the greatest receipts occur in the last half, 

Having the power to issue treasury notes during 
1833, the department has been enabled, by the aid 
of that and other means, to meet every authorized 
engagement with punctuality. A power of asimi- 
lar kind has been found in other countries, during 
more than a century, to be indispensable to sustain 
yublic credit. If we keep only a small available 

alance in the treasury, and realize only the com- 
paratively small income which is desirable since 
the discharge of the national debt, and this income 
shall continue to be effected by the periodical fluc- 
tuations of receipts which are probable, under the 
changes going on in the tariff, as well as in banking 
and the habits of trade, this power, or some equiva- 
lent resource, seems to be essential to the support 
of the public faith, in the scrupulous manner re- 
quired by justice and sound policy. 

The estimates of expenditures in 1839 have 
been formed on the most economical basis which 
the different departments think the public interests 
Will permit. ‘They are less than those of either of 
the two preceding years under many heads, and 
are several millions less than either thé appropria- 
tions made by congress in those years, or the ex- 
penditures actually paid within them. Judging 
froin past experience alone, the probabilities would | 
‘be, that the appropriations to be made at the present 
session will exceed by some millions the estimates 
submitted. 


But such additional appropriations, to any con- 


g an excess, in a/ evince, with equa! clearness, a flattering change in 





commerce of two millions tonnage, instead of less 
| than half a million, with annual imports and ex- 
ports of nearly three hundred millions in value, in- 


quire a large addition to the public burdens. But, 


our ability to sustain those burdens, 

This country is not, like most others, stationary, 
either in its fiseal wants or its fiscal means, but ex- 
hibits more clearly every year the interesting devel- 
opement of the wants and means of manhood, com- 
pared with those of infancy. 

Besides the increased demands on the treasury be- 
fore mentioned, there has sprung up a light-house 
establishment, exceeding, in extent, that of any of 
the powers of Europe, with a plan of river and har- 
bor improvements, of constructing national roads, 
hospitals, mints, forts, arsenals, armories, navy 
yards, docks, and various public edifices, in some de- 
gree suited to our present growth and necessities. 

On the other hand, corresponding changes, equally 
great in our resources, have fortunately occurred, 
and which last, whenever required by the public 
wants, have been displayed with great facility, as 
evinced in the increase of our annual revenues, from 
five to twenty and thirty millions of dollars. Those 
resources have enabled us not only to discharge all 
the augmented current. expenditures, but to defray 
from one totwo hundred millions of national debt 
incurred in defence of our liberties; extinguish the 
Indian title to the greater part of several new states, 
so as to extend the boundaries of civilization and 
Christianity; and inake a liberal deposite with all the 
states of a surplus in our income, exceeding twenty- 
eight millions of dollars. Hence the various offii- 
cers, Iustitulions, and departments, apprepriate for 
wdiministering the whole of these affairs, and. in fine 


eee ee 
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cheerfully leaves their adoption or rejection where it 
properly belongs, to the superior wisdom and ex. 
perience of congress. ; 

VII. ON THE KIND OF CURRENCY RECEIVED Fox 
' THE PUBLIC DUES, AND THE RESUMPTION op 

SPECIE PAYMENTS BY THE BANKS, 

The two circulars annexed contain all the in- 
structions which have been issued by this depart. 
ment concerning the currency receivable for pup. 
lic dues, since the passage of the resolution of co). 
on on that subject in May last, and the act of 

uly 5, 1838. Previously, the notes of specie pay. 
ing banks, as well as specie and treasury notes 
were permitted to be taken for duties, but only the 
last two for lands. <A great part of the actual re. 
ceipts, however, for both duties and lands, was jp 
specie and treasury notes. Since those instructions 
were given, more than half of the receipts for duties 
has consisted of notes of specie-paying banks. 
Most of those for lands continue to be as before. 

The kind of currency that should be taken fo; 
the public dues has, heretofore, been fully discus. 
sed by this department, and as the views then pre. 
sented remain unchanged, it is not proposed, at 
this time, to enlarge on any former suggestions. 

But what currency it is the most proper to ep. 
courage for private as well as eee purposes is a 
topic intimately connected with the recent resupp. 
tion of specie payments. 

Both these matters have of late had a highly in. 
portant bearing on our financial operations; and the 
striking contrast between the state of the country 
in 1814 and its condition in 18387, in recovering 
from the suspensions of specie payments which 
occurred in those years, furnishes so instructive q 
lesson on the subjects before mentioned, as to jus. 
tify and require a few details in connexion with 
them. 





for executing the laws of the general government in 
respect to sixteen instead of four millions of people | 
are not so much just topics of coimplaint, as of ad-| 
inonition to increased caution in regulating estab-| 
lishments and expenditures necessarily so much en- | 
larged. IJtiscertain that some of them, however | 
laudable in their origin, can be judiciously reduced, | 
as the advanced progress or completion of the busi- | 
ness and works to which they relate may sanction | 
the measure. ‘This would be sound economy; and | 
its reasonableness should be duly appreciated by 
those who consume as well as those who pay the. 
public revenue. 





In the midst of the fiscal operations so much 


siderable extent, are not anticipated, when the | greater in amount, and extended over a territory so | 
whole circumstances of the country and of the trea- | much wider, none can be insensible to the further | 


sury shall have been calmly reviewed by congress. | fact, that they open an avenue, which cannot be too. 


No doubt exists with the undersigned that pru- | 


closely guarded, to various excesses in expenses | 


short, wa8 protracted nearly three years. 


At the former period, there were only about se. 
venteen millions of specie in the United States, 
whether in banks or in active circulation. This 
sum would average but two dollars to each individ- 
ual of our population at that time. Small bills 
were receivable in alinost every state and by the 
general government. Such being the amount of 
specie and the condition of the currency, the go- 
vernment felt compelled to acquiesce in the impol- 
itic, as well as unjust, reception of depreciated paper 
of all kinds for public dues, and the suspension of 
specie payments, always calamitous, ee 
t was 
then terminated only by great personal sacrifices, 
by numerous insolvencies; and, as many have sup- 
posed, by the co-operation of a new national bank, 
which its friends established under the belief of its 
utility, if not necessity, to effect the accomplish- 


dence at this time requires a reduction, rather than | otherwise useful, and to numerous incidental char-| ment of that object. 


an‘increase, in the aggregate of the annnal appro 
priations. Besides what is dictated on this subject | 


| ves, which though not dishonest, may, on scrutiny, be | 


found neither necessary nor useful. All these will de- | 


But, in 1837, the condition of the currency had 
become materially” changed. There were about 


by a wise public frugality, and the straightened! mand untiring watchfulness, or their accumulation | eighty millions of specie in the country, equal to 
condition of the treasury, it is probable that, by the | must prevent those reductions which it is believed five dollars per head of our population, or more 
gradual reduction in the tariff, which is in progress | the public service can in many cases bear without! than double the former average. 


under the existing laws, the receipts from customs, | 


injury; which comport with the economical princi- | 


It had been thus increased, principally, by the 


which now average sixteen or seventeen millions | ples always to be cherished in republican forms of firm and perseyering policy of the general go- 


yearly, will, by 1842, be so far diminished as not 
then to exceed ten or twelve millions. | 

Hence, if the annual expenses do not by that pe- | 
riod undergo a reduction in some degree corres- | 
ponding, so as not to surpass that sum and the few | 
additional millions which may then be derived from 
the sales of the public lands, an unpleasant resort 
to another increase of the tariff, or to a recall of de- 
posites with the states, or to permanent loans, will 
then, if not sooner, become indispensable. The 
further details connected with the diminution in| 
our revenue by 1842, under the existing laws, were | 
so fully exhibited in the annual report in 1835, that | 





the undersigned forbears, on this occasion, to re- | 
peat them. But in commencing the unpleasant | 
task of reduction in the expenditures, a question | 
naturally arises as to what items it should be first | 
applied. ‘The department would not be understood | 
as urging retrenchment or parsimony, where the | 
object is great, pressing, and constitutional. It has | 
always approved, not only those appropriations | 
which are necessary to satisfy the ordinary wants | 
of the public service, and others rendered proper to | 
vindicate our rights and national character in war, | 
but those which our unexampled increas | 
tory, numbers, and wealth, may have reyuired in or- 
der, at all times, to afford due protection to persons 
and property abroad, as well as at home, and dis- 
charge with efficiency all those momentous duties 
which have been clearly and wisely devolved on the 
government of the union. A judiciary for twenty- 
six, instead of thirteen states, must of course require 
more officers and expense. An army to guard an 
inland frontier of five thousand miles in extent, and 
embracing one million and a half of square miles 
of territory more than in 1789; and a navy to pro- 
ect a sea coast of over three thousand miles, and a 


at least till the revenue of the country shall again) 


ing them with more vigor? - 


e in terri- | just, may have heen the feelings which led to their 
increase in times of a great and increasing revenue, 


government; which the frugal and virtuous habits of | 
the great mass of our population demand; and which | 


| 


are deemed essential to avoid embarrassment in the | 
present and approaching condition of the public in- | 
come. 

The system of internal improvement is, for in- | 
stance voluntary, but very expensive, and the growth | 
almost entirely of the last thirteen years. So is a) 
large part of our lighthouse establishment and for- | 
tifications. 

Does not true wisdom require reduction and post- | 
ponementsin appropriations towards these objects, | 


clearly indicate the safety and convenience of push- | 





In the prospective state of the finances, ought not | 
numerous donations to local projects, which have of | 
late years been so common, to be likewise fore- | 
borne? ; 

Our pension grants, which are in a great degree 
gratuitous.exceed in expense annually what was, 
the whole yearly cost of the general government, 
independent of the public debt, from 1789 to 1799. 
However generous, therefore, and grateful, and often 


} 


| does not prudehce teach us to exercise caution in 
making further additions to them while the tariff is 
| undergoing a gradual reduction? 

These suggestions might be extended to other 
matters of a similar character; but enough has been 
specified to attract attention to the subject generally. 
The amount of receipts and expenditures depending 
on the laws and the condition of the country, and 
not on this departinent, the latter can only recom- 
mend measures which appear suitable in relation to 
them. Having done this on the present subject, it 








vernment, during the last four years, to discourage 
the use of small notes, and introduce gold more ex- 
tensively into the currency. 

In this state of things the public officers at once 
declined to violate the iaws and countenance pat- 
tiality among debtors, by receiving depreciated pa- 
per, and that of very different values, for public 
dues. Without hesitation, they also refused un- 


justly to abandon the specie standard of value ei- 


ther as to payments or receipts, and hence sustain- 
ed, throughout, both that standard and the uni- 
formity in imposts so wisely established by the 
constitution. 

This step tended strongly to encourage a resump- 
tion of specie payments, and, in consequence of It, 
and of other measyres about to be explained, the 
suspension, though it was more general than the 


former one, ceased in some places within less than 


a year, and has already ended in most parts of the 
union, without any aid from the dangerous and 
overshadowing influerce of a national bank. The 
essential difference in the course which the public 
officers were able to pursue as to the kind of money 


received, and the earlier period and greater ease of 


resuming specie’ payments, bear no unequivocal 
testimony to the wisdom of the policy which had 
previously been adopted in relation to the improve- 
ment in the currency. 

It is believed that about seven hundred banks 
and branches, situated in twenty-two states and 
territories, have already resumed specie payments. 
These, including not far from thirty which never 
suspended, make seven hundred and thirty now 
paying specie. Seventy more are expected to re- 
sume on or before the first of the ensuing month. 
Of the residue, amounting to about twenty-five, 
with a capital of from three to four millions, it 18 
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hae Eee that six or eight are winding up their con-| cent. or the small actual cost of transporting specie curities which, though proposed as a partof the 
ere it Leaman oP unprofitable, and that the rest are | to the most distant cities in the union, it is the con- plan for an independent treasury, appear to be im- 
ex. —m cerns t. sequence, not of an unequal indebtedness alone, | peratively required under any system. 
4 insowren after the suspension, this department ear- | but of that and an unequal quality or value in the) Four of the six banks reported at the last session 
For fF pee uested the deposite banks to use their ut- | local bank currency; and which event has been pro- | of congress as retained under the deposite act of 
TOF ney ffovts to resume specie payments at an early | duced, and can be removed, only by measures opera- June 23, 1836, still continue to be general deposi- 
m most | ting on the soundness of the curreney. Each state |tories. Of the other two, the People’s Bank, at 
ein. FF oN: was urged that each, as an act of sound policy, | has in its own power an effectual remedy for any Bangor, and the Louisville Savings Institution, the 
part. jess than of strong moral obligation aud impera- | suffering by high exchanges from this source. In- ‘former has surrendered its charter, and the latter, 
pub. uy ‘dat under the laws, should resume specie | dependent and true to its vital interests, it can al- | having declined the general trust, is now employed 
Con. Oe ef the moment it was able safely to effect) ways adopt such eifectual regulations in banking as | merely for special deposites. The names of the 
ct of Soa: OF at least, that all the banks in particular) will remove the scourge of a depreciated paper, and four banks retained are annexed, with the amounts 
pey- ih borhoods, cities, counties, and states, should | thus avert any ruinous rate of domestic exchange. |in each subject to draft on the Ist instant, and their 
lotes, ne in doing this whenever able, without waiting! From the whole of these considerations, it is condition generally. Collectors and receivers re- 
y the oe weaker institutions, or more embarrassed re-| manifest thatthe recent resumption of specie pay- {siding near to these institutions have continued to 
al re. for 3 of the country. ments, and the equalization of exchanges, have deposite in them as formerly. Drafts are seldom 
ey “The adoption of that course in some states, how- | both been facilitated by the large amount of specie | made directly on officers so situated, nor are any 
‘tons ver mitch the measure was questioned at the time, | which has of late years been introduced, and by | considerable amounts of public money long retained 
luties : d perseveringly opposed by many banks as well | the course of policy pursued in other respects by | by them. At points where other general deposilo- 
anks, Posi aential individuals, has proved fortunate, and | the general government on topics connected with ‘ries were needed, the department has not yet 
op j reflects great credit on the sagacity, firmness, and| the circulating medium and the banks. | been able to complete arrangements with any banks 
'n for : satellirence of those wlio adopted it. A restoration of equality in the foreign ex-| which were both competent and willing to be se- 
Scus. : The encouragement given by the department to changes, also, and a perseverance in extinguishing | lected under the specific provisions of the deposite 
| pre. ® such institutions as resumed specie payments, by | old debts, with increased forbearance to contract | act. 
d, at * taking uo paper but theirs for public dues, and by | new ones, either at home or abroad, have revived In many of these last cases, therefore, the prac- 
aa referring them in the transaction of public busi-| that foreign confidence which had been withdrawn | tice has been to leave the public money with the 
m S0- ; Lt was not without salutary influence. Suits/ withsuch disastrous precipitation. These favora- | officers collecting it, to be held in their own cus- 
Sisa Pe ooainst the banks in default, unless apparently in-| ble changes, united with a diminution in specula- | tody, or placed in special deposite in banks during 
“Dp- Fe solvent, were also forborne, and drafts continued, | tions, whether in banks, lands, or commerge, and aj the short period which gnight elapse before it was 
7 with great advantage, to be issued gradually on all/ return to stricter frugality in individual expenses, | wanted, and drawn from them by drafts in favor of 
yim FF that were disposed to make satisfactory arrange-| and to more industrious energies for a livelihood, | the public creditors. , 
dthe iia ments with the public creditors, and thus lessen) have aided good crops and some minor agencies in| A list of the collectors and receivers from whom 
antry FP @ those larze immediate liabilities which stood in the! bringing about. with greater rapidity, events the | the money has generally been so drawn, and who 
ven way of an early resumption. most desirable, and a condition of the country high- | had any ainounts on hand subject to draft the Ist 
vhich Indeed, every facility was promised and extend-| ly auspicious. In many quarters, money has be- | instant, is annexed. 
ave a ed which the limited power of the department per- | come comparatively abandént: interest lower, and} ‘The rest of those classes of officers who have 
La mitted, and, on its recommendation, further mea-| trade and manufactures active. collected funds beyond the sums needed to delray 
with sures of reasonable indulzence to the merchants Nothing more seeins to be necessary to perpetu- | their current expenditures, and who were not con- 
and banks indebted to the government received the! ate the present healthy action of the currency, ex- | veniently situated to conform to either of the above 
it se- prompt attention of congress, and doubtless con-| cept a rigid adherence to the system of policy | arrangements, have been required to make depo- 
tates, tributed much to shorten the suspension. which, by honest and resolute efforts, has produced | sites of the same in banks to the special credit of 
This Under the laws granting such indulgence, the ag-| the improvement. It cannot but be wise in re-|the treasurer. 
livid. erezate of merchants’ bonds, the payment of which | spect to the circulating medium for the general go-| Other funds received from the exchange of trea- 
bills was postponed, is supposed to have reached between | vernment to persevere in a course which prepared | sury notes, from collections by attorneys and mar- 
rte four and five millions of dollars. The chief benefit! the country better to meet, and quickly carried it | shals, from patent fees and miscellaneous sources, 
a ot of this measure was felt in the Atlantic section of | through, so fearful a crisis. Itwould seem prudent, | lave also, In most instances, been placed in banks 
a Ee the country, while a similar extent of relief was | likewise, for the states, profiting by past experience, |to the credit of thestreasurer, in special deposite, 
npol- experienced principally in the west and southwest, | to insist on reform in their banking institutions, and | except such amounts as could advantageously be 
paper by the allowance to the banks of a long delay in| particularly on greater self-denial in their business, | put into the mintand its branches, for the only two 
on ol paying the balance due from them. by imposing additional checks on overissues, and | purposes authorized in the laws on that subject. 
en The curtailment of paper issnes, which was| stronger limitations to excessive discounts. The} An exhibit is presented of the names of these 
4 Av OS urged by this department in 1336 as indispensable | present system, if unchecked, has inherent defects | special depositories, with the sumsineach. The 
ices, to prevent impending disasters, and in 1837 as| of an alarming character; and, without indulging in | amounts retained in the mint and its branches un- 
a" equally indispensable to remove them and restore| timid misgivings or unjust suspicions, it may be | der the provisions of those laws are subjoined. — 
ank, specie payments, has, since their suspension, | said to tend, by ifs expansions and inevitable con- In the absence of suitable general depositories, 
of its equalled at least thirty millions of dollars. Ano- | tractions, to unsettle frequently the value of labor|some money, due from certain state banks, has 
lish. ther striking fact is, that the curtailmeat was most | as well as of the whole property of the country been allowed to remain in deposite to the special 
rapid and thorough in those sections of the country; The general and state goyernments might, also, | credit of the treasurer, till it was wanted for public 
"bad where the resumption of specie payments first took} with manifest advantage, abstain from applying | payments, they being, under all the circumstances, 
‘bout place, aud the exchanges were first equalized. The} any stimulants to the over action of al! kinds that, | considered proper depositories for that temporary 
al to > difference is.believed to be still more striking be- under such specious buf treacherous hopes, de- | purpose. A schedule of these banks, with the 
pare » tween May, 1837, and May, 1838. Nor has this | luded so many into the recent embarrassments sums remaining in each subject to draft at the last 
7 event been accompanied,as many predicted, by any| This would not evince any hostility either to | returns is annexed. . YK, 
the ruinous fall in the prices of labor, or of our great! banks or to credit, when well secured and properly | But this system of special deposites, or of deposites 
50° > staple commodities. As a further illustration of | regulated; but would serve to avert ruin from both. | to the special credit of the treasurer, has, from con- 
raze some of the real causes and cures of the embarrass-| Several of the banks, which are under the control | venience, and indeed almost from necessity, not 
CX + ments in the currency, it is computed that within a/ of real capitalists and officers of prudence and fore- | generally corresponded with the usual forms of 
_ year from the suspension, a reduction was effected | sight, have become satisfied that the use of the pub- | special deposites. . 
nce ff _ in bank discounts exceeding forty millions; that! lic money for discounts, subject to the restrictions | A moment’s reflection will show that any depo- 
par- "there was an increase of the whole amount of specie | of the present deposite act, and the liabilities to re- | site not subject fo be paid out by the banks in the 
| pa- _ in the country of five millions; and that the aggre-| fuud it suddenly, which must exist with small | absence of the depositor, though at times conve- 
iblic gate at this time must be from eighty-five to ninety | balances in the treasury, is attended with muchin- | nient for officers iiving near banks, would cause 
gt’ ' millions of dollars. The official returns of the im-| convenience, and is likely, in the end, to prove | much inconvenience to those residing remote from 
_—_ ports and exports of gold and silver during the year| more injurious than profitable to the banks and|them; and that the making of frequent disburse- 
etn: ending September 30, 1838, are given in the table| their borrowers, as well as the government. So/ ments fromm it by the latter would be utterly imprac- 
ani annexed, and the former in that time will be found! widely impressed has this conviction become, that | ticable. ‘The treasurer, in common practice, should 
the to exceed the latter more than fourteen millions. some of those institutions have declined to receive | retain his funds only in such condition as will allow 
Intimately connected with the currency and the public deposites undegsthe special provisions of that | them to be paid out promptly on the numerous 
mp- suspension of specie payments is the condition of | act. drafts which must be made in favor of claimants in 
if it, the domestic exchanges during the past year, as| viir. ON THE MANNER OF KEEPING THE PUBLIC | every section of the .country. For this purpose, 
the compared with some former periods, Although in MONEY, AND THE CHANGES PROPOSED, when a deposite of them is made, it must be gene- 
the 1825 a national bank had been in full operation for The present laws in regard to the keeping of the | ral, or, if special, it must be with an understanding 
han several years, and 1819 for two years, those ex-| public money are defective in several particulars, | or contract, not only that they are to be ready for 
the changes were then quite as much deranged be-| which were explained in the last two reports on the | his call at all times, and under all circumstances, 
and tween most placesasin 1837. But of late they have | finances, but that they are to be paid out on his various drafts, 
The improved more rapidly than in the two former pe-| “ The full advantages, either of the system of state | without his actual presence. 
blic riods, without receiving any aid from new banking) banks or the proposed one of an independent trea-| From these details it is apparent that the present 
ney incorporations by the general government. |sury, are not now enjoyed; while the department, | system of keeping the public money is very com- 
e of This fact demonstrates that the great nominal) without all the securities which are practicable, is plicated, and it may be deemed fortunate that the 
ocal difference in exchanges at both periods has been subjected to some of the inconveniences and many | department has been able, during the past year, to 
had produced by circumstances over which national le- of the risks attending both. conduct large financial operations under it without 
ves gislation possesses but little influence. The measures it would recommend as most suita- | great public inconvenience, Few persons can 
When excesses of indebtedness, or other com-| ble to remove the various imperfections which ex- , donbt that some change in the laws on this subject 
nks mercial causes, render money more desirable in one ist on this subject have been so recently and fully | is proper. But whatever plan congress may adopt, 
and place than another, then, and not till then, the| explained that a reconsideration of them all at this | too great care cannot be exercised in providing the 
nts. legitimate difference in exchanges begins; and that | time cannot be regarded as necessary. | best possible securities. All those additional guards 
ver difference can never be corrected by banks or le-| Itis deemed proper, however, to communicate against defaults, which have been urgently recom- 
10W gislation, but only by the great laws of trade chang- | to congress such details as are material for under- | mended in the last two reports on the finances, or 
~~ ing the relative indebtedness and demand. | Standing with accuracy the mode in which the pub- | incorporated into the bill to establish an indepen- 
— But when a nominal difference in domestic ex-| lic money is now kept, and for appreciating duly dent treasury, are cousidered important. Recent 


* is changes occurs, extending beyond two or three per | the importance of these additional checks and se- l experience, in respect to the benefits of only ordj. 
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nary collateral security, evinces the utility of such 
measures. 

Thus, the losses expected to be sustained from 
deposite banks since 1834 are very sali in compa- 
rison with those sustained between that period and 
1817. This, in a ‘considerable degree, is to be at- 
tributed to the additional requirements of such se- 
curity. . 

The improvement was voluntarily introduced by 
the department in 1833, and was afterwards sanc- 
tioned by congress in the deposite act of 1836. 

The measure insured greater care in the manage- 
ment of the banks, and an increased watchfulness 
by the sureties in times of difficulty to take efficient 
steps to indemnify the treasury. 

With a view to illustrate further the effects of 
requiring collateral security, in cases both of banks 
and collecting officers, as well as to communicate 
interesting facts in connexion with the safety of 
keeping the public money from the foundation of 
the government, several tabular statements, pre- 
pared by the department, are herewith presented. 

First. A list of the banks still indebted to the 
United States for defaults previous to the close of 
1834, none of which are believed to have given, 
originally, any collateral security, is annexed. The 
whole amount now due, without computing inte- 
rest, equals $1,000,676; and a great part of this 
must be regarded as a totat loss. 

Secondly. Another list of indebted banks is an- 
nexed, most of which gave collateral security.— 
The remaining dues from them to the treasurer, on 
defaults accruing between 1834 and October, 1837, 
though at first very large, have been reduced to 
about $2,400,000, and most, if not all, of these 
debts, with some others, owing to public disbursing 
officers, for money on deposite, it is confidently ex- 
pected, will in the end be paid. 

The first instalment due from those which have 
since executed other bonds and given new security 
under the act of October, 1837, has been promptly 
met, and portions of the second have already been 
advanced by some of them. Suits are pending against 
7 two on account of their liabilities. 

hirdly. The evertual losses sustained from re- 
ceivers and collectors, while, as a part of the bank de- 
posite system, they were collecting the public tunds, 
to be afterwards placed for safe-keeping in banks, 
were, at the last session, estitnated at asum ranging 
from $900,000 to $1,200,006. (See printed report 
to house of representatives 28th February, 1838, 
No. 101.) 

Collateral security had generally been taken of 
these officers; but in former times it was not al- 
ways in so large amounts and with so great care as 
of late; and consequently most of the foregoing 
losses happened many years ago. 

A list of all those officers who, on the 12th of 
October, 1837, the time designated in the resolu- 
tion of the house of representatives, stood on the 
books of the treasury as having neglected to settle 
their accounts in season, may be seen, with the 
amount charged to each, in the printed report inade 
on the 15th of January last, (document No. 111.) 
But several of these were not then actually indebt- 
ed to the United States, though, having neglected 
to adjust their accounts at the treasury, they came 
within the express words of the resolution, and 
consequently were included. Some defaults have 
occurred or been discovered since October, 1837; 
but it is not apprehended that any losses will ulti- 
mately be sustained from them, eycept in the case 
of the former collector of New York. That case 
has been recently detected, and the defalcations are 
supposed to have been continued for many years, 
and to have reached a large amount. From their 
character they could perhaps have been effectually 

revented only by penalties for false returns, asys- 
em of cash duties, and personal inspections of mo- 
ney and vouchers, with punishments for misuse of 
the public funds, similar to what was urged in the 
report from this department on the finances in Sep- 
tember, 1837. It is intended to make the particu- 
lars of this case the subject of a special report to 
the president for the consideration of congress. 

Therequirement of collateral bonds has undoubt- 
edly diminished many of the losses before mention- 
ed. But notwithstanding every precaution and 
security heretofore in force, the whole of these 
defaults, whether by collectors, receivers, or banks, 
have occurred under the old systems of making 
deposites in a United States bank or state banks for 
safe custody. 

Under either of those systems, if unreformed, 
congress must continue to employ officers to col- 
lect the public money, as well as banks to keep it 
after collected, with all the former risks, and proba- 
ble losses incident to both classes of agents. But 
the proposed plan of'an independent treasury,with all 
its checks and guards, will diminish the number of 
risks, and tend, in several respects, to strengthen 


the public security. By requiring the officers now 
employed in collections to hold most of the money 
for a time in deposite, it adopts only a part of the 
agents under either of the former systems; and 
hence, dispensing with the banks, unless it may be 
for a few strictly special deposites, avoids most, if 
not all, of the risks and losses which have been sus- 
tained from that class of agents. 

It is true that under this plan it is contemplated 
to impose on collecting officers the duty of keeping 
somewhat longer, in a few cases, and in sums some- 
what larger in others, the money which, under the 
other,systems since 1789, those officers have col- 
lected; and three or four new officers are proposed 
to be established, to hold general receipts in depo- 
site at a few central points. These changes are 
all the materials ones which have been recom- 
mended on this point. But, to increase the pub- 
lic security under all duties, new or old, as well 
as those of any new agents, ample bonds are to be 
required; occasional examinations of their funds and 
accounts, of a new and rigorous character, intro- 
duced; the use of the former strictly prohibited; 
and new and severe penalties should be imposed on 
fraud, falsehood in returns, and embezzlements, by 
rendering them penitentiary offences. 

Honest diligence can never suffer by these changes, 
while carelessness in business and laxity of prin- 
ciple will be prevented, or exposed and properly 
rebuked. 

Additional safeguards like these are also of vital 
importance in a moral view, by more effectually 
preventing as well as punishing pls 

They are, therefore, earnestly urged again on the 
consideration of congress. Whether looking to fur- 
ther security or other important ends, one of the 
most desirable alterations which 1s incorporated 
into the plan of an independent treasury, provides 
that any use of the public money for private pur- 
poses be hereafter considered illegal, and punished 
as a dangerous breach of trust. The experience of 
the last few years demonstrates the propriety of 
such an organic change in our system, whoever and 
whatever may be the fiscal agents employed. The 
change, so far as respects mere collecting and dis- 
bursing officers, will have a decisive tendency to 
preserve not only the governinent, but them and 
their securities, from those losses which it was never 
contemplated they should hazard, by making loans 
or speculations with funds held in sacred trust for 
purposes entirely public in their character, and con- 
stant in their demands. Hadsuch a provision been 
adopted early in our legislation, doubtless it would 
have prevented most, if not all, of the losses bere- 
tofore sustained from those classes of officers, and 
much wretchedness which has befallen both princi- 
pals and sureties. Some of the earliest acts of con- 
gress wisely prevented officers of the customs and 
of the treasury department from being concerned in 
commerce, or dealing in the public lands or public 
stocks. These restrictions were doubtless intro- 
duced chiefly with a view to remove the temptation 
and hazard incident to the possession of the public 
money. Butthe prohibition to employ that money 
for private purposes, under severe penalties, has 
not yet been introduced, except in substance in the 
mint, by making embezzlements there punishable 
as felonies. Its expediency has been urged by the 
department heretofore, and seems confirmed by ex- 
perience as well as theory. The success of such a 
provision in the mint, where no Josses, from its es- 
tablishment to the present moment, have for so 
many years, and after having the custody of so many 
millions of money, been known to occur, is a very 
striking illustration of its efficacy. 

Finding that no new act on this and some similar 
points was passed by congress at its late session, a 
circular, bearing on them,@#as issued by this de- 
partment soon after the adjournment, a copy of 
which is annexed. : 

In regard to deposite agents, heretofore consisting 
chiefly of banks, the change from former usages, 
which would be introduced by such a prohibition, 
would be greater. But the present condition of the 
treasury and of the country Is highly auspicious for 
the reform. Diminished as is the balance of the 
public money now on hand, and manifest as is the 
policy of the goverument to keep it so hereafter, the 
apparent pecuniary disadvantage caused either to 
the banks or to their customers would be slighter 
than at any former period. 

In the mean time, and uoder the speculating 
mania of the age, the alteration would yield a most 
valuable protection against the recurrence of disas- 
trous adventures, so far as stimulated by the more 
easy loans of such funds, through bank depositories, 
and against the consequent losses to the institutions 
themselves, as well as bankruptcies and misery to 
numerous individuals, 

Above all other consid-rations in favor of this 





change, if we advert to ssund views in political 
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economy; will be its influence in removing eye, 
temptation to the dangerous disposition to increas. 
taxes or revenue on account of their incidental! use 
for assistance and capital in private enterprises, 
would also restore official practice to the true theor 
of the constitution, which, in its primitive purity 
must undoubtedly have intended that the public 
money should be collected solely for public pur. 

oses, and should be kept, not for the emolument of 
individuals or corporations, but for the single object 
of meeting, with promptitude and fidelity, the objj. 
gations of the government. 

Originaily, the departure in practice from this 
theory was not, in any case, even in implied terms 
allowed by congress. It was permitted only b 
early construction of the treasury department; ang 
in relation to deposite banks alone, for the benefit 
throngh them, of the mercantile interest, which 
constituted their principal customers and owners. 
But since the extinguishment of the national debt, 
and the accumulation of large balances in thie tre. 
sury, this departure has been expressly sanctioned 
by congress, in the deposite act of 1836, and hag 
tended, very undesignedly, without doubt, to place 
the government in the invidious attitude of a great 
money lender of its current funds, rather than of a 
surplus, and that for the apparent benefit, not of 

ublic bodies, such as states, or of all persons equal. 
y, but of particular corporations and particular 
classes of society immediately connected with them, 
Besides this, the public servants, however scrupu- 
lous, have thus become exposed to the grossest Im. 
putations of favoritism, partiality, and corruption, in 
making these indirect loans. A radical change in 
the system, in this respect, is, therefore, very desi- 
rable; and, by preventing any individual or corpor- 
ate employment of the public money, would render 
both the possession and the superintendence of it, 
which are now objects of just jealousy, but mere 
naked powers, and, by their great responsibility, 
dangerous only to their possessors. They would 
become entirely useless for either political.influence 
or private emolument, and could contribute nothing 
to the depraved appetite of the age for power and 
speculation. 

But important as are the eventual safety of the 
public money and purity of character in its man- 
agement, it must be manifest, from the remarks ai- 
ready made, and from the warning events of the last 
two years, that legislation should look not only to 
them, but much further. 

Recent occurrences have shown that the whole 
treasure of the United States, when entrusted to 
banks, is liable, in critical periods, to be swept at 
once from the use and control of the general govern- 
ment. 

The good faith of the union may thus be sudden- 
ly placed in extreme jeopardy. indeed, it will be 
fortunate if the accumulated ills of a broken public 
credit throughout the land are not actually added, 
and are not visited on the labor and pursuits of the 
whole people. It follows, therefore, though banking 
institutions have never been regarded by the un- 
dersigned asa class of agents generally unsale, 
when looking to eventual losses, and though the ad- 
ditional securities and prohibitions before mention- 
ed might be incorporated into soine system of banks, 
but with less facility than into the plan of an indepen- 
dent treasury, that the great and wide spread danger 
experienced of late from the employment of banks 
as fiscal depositories is one which ought, if possible, 
to be avoided. Arising, as it does, from their liabil- 
ity to a general suspension of specie payments, the 
individual officers who hold money on deposite are 
exposed to no such calamity; and when the recent 
suspension happened, the specie in the possession of 
many of them proved exceedingly seasonable and 
useful in discharging the public obligations in the 
manner imperatively required by law Though an 
apparent security against some of the mortifying 
embarrassments resulting from such a general sus- 
pension might be obtained by adopting a system of 
special deposites, yet, in order to render such ce- 
posites convenient in fiscal operations, the banks 
inust, as heretofore explained, have access to the 
funds, and be tempted in an emergency to use them. 
The changes which have been proposed in keeping 
the public money by an independent treasury woul 
entirely obviate most of these dangers. , 

If individual agents were thiefly employed, if the 
several checks and securities proposed were adopted, 
and if the use of the public money for private pur- 
poses were prohibited, under severe penalties, can- 
dor must concede that there would be much less ten- 
dency to any of the evils heretofore described, and 
none to the greatest of all disasters in fiscal agents— 
a general refusal to meet their liabilities in a legal 
manner. 

No cause eithet for special favor or hostility be- 
tween the banks aud the government would then ex- 
ist. Without any alliance, offensive or defensive 
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ae 7 
them, an appropriate and occasional use 
made of the banks by the treasury, as 
others, whenever convenience should re- 

uire it. But neither party would be forced into a 
species of vassalage; a constant, necessary, and (e- 
ondent connexion, which, in the recent crisis, has 
been found not only perilous to public credit, but 
to one of the parties, and subjecting both 
to continued imputations of those unworthy in- 
fluences $0 disreputable to the community as well as 
the government. — 

Onthe whole, it is apparent that the system of an 
independent treasury is more plain and simple in its 
arrangements than an other, and much more ac- 
cordant with that originally in use after the adoption 
of the constitution. 

It is truer to the spirit of that sacred instrument 


and those elementary self-sustaining principles 


Itis more free from several formidable dangers; 
and, under the additional guards and restrictions pro- 
osed, is likely to unite all attainable security, with 
efficiency and purity, in the custody of the public 


funds. Z ‘ 
In fine, experience has furnished satisfactory 


eep and disburse as well as collect the public dues, 


regarded as comparatively unsafe in relation to 
eventual payments, has proved embarrassing and dan- 
erous in other respects, and is unnecessary, pro- 
vided a few additional receivers, and the additional 
regulations, checks, and securities, which have 


IX. ON SEVERAL MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS. 

Separate reports will soon be made on various 
other matters of public interest confided to the 
charge of this department. 

These will include one on the progress made in 
the manufacture of weights and measures, and their 
distribution among the different states and custom- 
houses, as well as on the important survey of the 
Atlantic coast of the United States. Another will 
be submitted on the erection and discontinuance of 
light-houses; and others on the affairs of the gene- 
ral land office, and the mint and its branches. 

Since last December, the sixth instalment due 
from France, and the fifth from Naples, for indem- 
nities, after being punctnally paid, have been trans- 
ferred to this country, and distributed among the 
claimants. Notice has also been recently received, 
that the arrearages of interest due from France up- 
on the first four instalinents have been paid, and 
the amounts, exceeding a million of francs, will be 
forthwith adjusted with those entitled to it. 

The Smithsonian legacy, amounting to more than 
halfa million of dollars, has been received and in- 
vested. For particulars, reference can be had toa 
special report which will be made to the president 
and laid before congress under a resolution of the 
house of representatives. 

At an early day it is intended to submit to that 
house a valuable collection of facts, in compliance 
with its resolution calling forinformation concern- 
ing the number of steamboats, locomotives, and 
other machinery moved by steam within the United 
States, as well as the causes of the explosion in 
steam boilers, and various matters connected with 
that interesting subject. 

Such other questions of minor importance as 
have been referred to this office will be answered as 
early as practicable. 

It is hoped that the undersigned will not be re- 
garded as too importunate, if he again expresses an 
earnest desire for a re-organization of the treasury 
department. 

With some slight changes, rendered proper by 
new legislation since 1835, the less complex and 
more efficient system at that time recommended in 
a separate report would be a great improvement. 

That portion of it, proposing a separation of the 
duties of commissioner of the customs from those 
of comptrolling accounts, and requiring the undi- 
vided attention of one bureau to each subject, is of 
the most pressing importance, and would greatly 
conduce to promptitude, exactness, and skill in the 
respective business of each. 

An alteration in the commencement of the fiscal 
year, and a revision of the number and compensa- 
tion of custom-house officers, and also of several 
laws connected with the collection of the imposts, 
are measures still as desirable as when they were 
heretofore submitted to the consideration of con- 
gress. Some legal provision on the subject of re- 
turn duties, regulating the mannerof keeping them 
while under protest, and the mode of repayment, is 
necessary to remove doubts and promote the public 
security. The employment of more boys in the 


the customs, on account of its tendency to afford | 
additional protection to the lives and property en- 
gaged in commerce, as well as to improve the mo- 
rals of mariners, and prevent smuggling, mutinies, 
and piracies. 
The encouragement by law of such an acquisi- 
tion to the marine of our country, by soon bringing 
into active usefulness a class of intelligent, vir- 
tuous, and able seamen, would tend inaterially to 
avert some of the numerous evils from that quarter, 
which now bear upon commercial energy and pros- 
perity. Respectfully, yours, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 

Hon. Jas. K. Pork, 

Speaker house of representatives, 


_ TWENTY-FIF TH CONGRESS. 
THIRD SESSION—SENATE. 

December 10. The president of the senate an- 
nounced as a committee on the public buildings, 
Messrs. Fulton, (chairman,) Bayard and Rives, in 
consequence of a rule adopted at the last session. 
The president presented reports from the war, 
navy, and post office departments, and from the se- 
cretary of the senate, showing an account of their 
contingent expenditures &c., which were severally 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
A message was received from the president of 
the United States, transmitting a special report from 
the secretary of the treasury, in relation to the re- 
cent defalcations in the New York custom house. 
Mr. Wright said he would not now make any 
motion of reference, but simply that it be printed; 
which was agreed to. 
Mr. Knight introduced a resolution calling on 
the president of the United States for information 
in relation to any moneys received from the Smith- 
son estate in London, and, if any received, what 
disposition of them had been made, &c.; but the 
chair having announced that there wasan executive 
communication in relation to that subject on the 
table, it was withdrawn. 
The bill for the relief of Thomas Sumpter, of 
South Carolina, was read a third time, and passed. 
Mr. Linn presented the credentials of his hono. | 
rable colleague, col. Benton, elected for the fourth 
time to the senate from the state of Missouri, which 
were accordingly read. 
A number of private petitions were presented by 
Messrs. Hubbard, Bayard, Olay, of Alabama, Smith, 
of Conn., Williams, Knight, Niles, Roane, Robbins, 
Rives, Crittenden, Morris, and Pierce. 
Mr. Fulton presented certain joint resolutions of 
the legislature of Arkansas, recommending a ces- | 
sion of the public lands to the states wherein they 
lie. Also, praying an extension of the act allowing 
soldiers of the late war to locate their bounty lands; 
and for an appropriation making improvements in | 
the navigation of the Black, White, and other ri- 
vers, which were appropriately referred. 
Mr. Fulton also gave notice that he would to- 
inorrow ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 
sundry citizens of Arkansas, who have lost their 
improvements in consequence of a treaty between 
the United States and the Choctaw Indians. 
Mr. Davis gave notice of his intention to intro- 
duce a bill to allow interest to the several states for 
disbursements in behalf of the United States during 
the late war. 

Mr. Fulton, pursuant to notice, brought in a bill 
to set apart a belt of land on the western borders of 
Arkansas, as bounty lands for those who may en- 
gage in defence of the western frontiers. 

Mr. Foster introduced a bill requiring the district 
judges of East and West Tennessee to hold a court 
in Jackson, in said state. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, introduced a bill to esta- 
blish an additional land district in the state of Ala- 
bama. 

Mr. Tipton introduced a bill to provide for the 
better security of emigrant and other Indians west 
of the Mississippi and Arkansas. 











published in last week’s Register, were adopted. 

Mr. Young introduced the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
hospital for the accommodation of the sick and disabled 
boatinen and passengers navigating the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers, at the mouth of the Ohio river, in the 
state of Ilhaois. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, moved to amend the ree * 
solution by striking out the restriction to the mouth 
of the Ohio river and the II]linois side, and making 
the inquiry as to the erection of a hospital at or 
near the mouth of the Ohio, on either side of that 
river. He said he could see no reason for the re- 
striction proposed, as a site equally eligible might 
probably be found on the south as on the north side 
of the river. 

Mr. Linn remarked that provision had already 
been made by law for the erection of hospitals on 
the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, and the sites had 
been selected for that purpose by commissioners ap- 
pointed by the executive. He suggested this to 
the mover of the resolution, as it might have es- 
caped his recollection. 

Mr. Young said, in reply, that there had been 
much dissatisfaction with the proceedings of the 
commissioners, and Mr. Y. believed that an over- 
sight had been cominitted by them in regard to the 
mouth of the Ohio. It was oflen the case that ves- 
sels in the Mississippi were prevented by the ice 
from proceeding up the Ohio at all, and from pro- 
ceeding further up the Mississippi tban_ the 
tnouth of the Ohio, below which point the Missis- 
sissippi was always open. It was, therefore, evi- 
dently important that there should be a hospital at 
that point, and Mr. Y. represented the Illinois side 
as much the most eligible under existing cireum- 
stances. 

Mr. Davis spoke in favor of the inquiry pro- 
posed by the resolution, and alluded to various par- 
ticulars on the subject of hospitals, in regard to 
which information was wanting, which he hoped 
would be procured by the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Tipton, the resolution was, for 
the present, laid on the table till the senate could 
be better informed as to the propriety of adopting 
it, and as to the form in which it should be adopted. 

Mr. Willams introduced the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval afiairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending or 
repealing an act for the more equitable administration 
of the navy pension fund, passed March 3, 1837. 

Mr. Linn gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to transfer to the citizens of Concordia, in 
the state of Louisiana, the interest of the United 


| States to a certain tract of land. 


A bill confirming certain land claims in Loui- 
siana. 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the Oua- 
chita land district, in the state of Louisiana. 

A bill to confirm claims to lands in the district 
between the Rio Hando and Sabine rivers. 

A bill to amend an act entitled, ‘‘an act for the 
appointment of commissioners to adjust the claims 
to reservations of land under the fourteenth article 
of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, with 
the Choctaw Indians.”’ 

A bill to continue in force the “act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri,’’ 
approved 9th July, 1832, and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved 2d March, 1833. fetid 

A bill to provide for the legal adjudication and 
settlement of a claim granted by the Spanish go- 
vernmentto Julien Dubuque. 

A bill to continue in force the ‘tact for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Misssouri,”’ 
approved 9th July, 1832, and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved 2d March, 1833. : 

A bill to authorize the Washington county turn- 
pike company, in the state of Missouri, to construct 
a road through the public lands. 

A bill to authorize the occupation of the Cqglum- 
bia or Oregon territory. 











Mr. Wall introduced a bill the more effectually 
to provide for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States; 

And the bill to prevent the counterfeiting of 
coins, and for the punishment thereof; which were 
severally read twice, and appropriately referred. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on the public 
lands, to whom was referred the bill for the reduc- 
tion and graduation of the price of public lands, re- 
ported the same, with an amendment. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Norvell on 
Thursday last in relation to inquiring into the ex- 
pediency of increasing the salary of the district 
judge of Michigan was taken up and so amended as 
to embrace the district judges of all the other states 
in the union. 


The resolutions introduced by Mr. Tipton in re- 





merchant service is, in some degree, connected with 


lation to the completion of the Cumberland road, 


A bill to provide for the legal adjudication and 
settlement of the claims to land under the grants or 
concessions made to the baron Bastrop, the marquis 
de Maison Rouge, and others, in Louisiana; and 
| Elisha, William, and Gabriel Winters, and others, in 
| Arkansas. 

Mr. Lyon gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to provide for the completion of certain 
roads begun by the United States in the state off 
Michigan. . 

A bill granting to the county of Kalamazoo, in 
the state of Michigan, the right of pre-emption to 
a quarter section of land, and for other purpose :. 

A bill to create an additional land office in the 
state of Michigan, and for other purposes. 

A bill to change the location of the office of sur- 
veyor general of the disirict composed of the states 
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-of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan, and for other pur- 
oses. 
E Notices of leave for a number of private bills 
were also given. 

On motion of Mr. Lumpkin, the senate proceed- 
ed to the election of chaplain; when the Rev. Mr. 
Slicer, having received a majority of the votes, was 
declared duly elected. : : 

The senate then went into the eonsideration of 
executive business, and shortly after adjourned. 


December 11. Petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented by Messrs, Foster, Calhoun, Lumpkin, Lip- 
ton, Merrick, Nicholas, Roane, and Niles. i 

Mr. Linn brought in the several bills of which 
notice had been given by bim yesterday. _ 

Mr. Davis, pursuant to notice, brought in a bill 
to allow interest to the several states for disburse- 
ments in behalf of the United States, during the late 
war. ‘ 

Mr. Lyen and Mr. Fulton also brought in the 
several bills of which they had before given no- 
tice. 

The resolution introduced yesterday by Mr. Wul- 
liams, in relation to amending or repealing the act 
for the more equitable administration of the navy 
pension fund, was taken up and adopted. : 

The resolution laid on the table yesterday in re- 
lation to the establishment of a hospital at the mouth 
of the Ohio river, in the state of Illinois, for sick 
and disabled boatmen and passengers navigating 
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, was taken up for 
consideration, and, after being amended, on motion 
of Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, so as to read ‘‘at or near 
the mouth of the Ohio,” and after being further 
amended, on motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, so as 
to read ‘‘and also at Evansville, in the state of In- 
diana,” was adopted. : 

The senate held a short executive session, and 
then adjourned. 


December 12. Memorials and petitions were 
presented by Messrs. King, McKean, Preston, Smith, 
of Conn., Walker, Hubbard, Roane, Buchanan, 
(from commodore David Porter,) Fulton, (trom the 
legislature of Arkansas, asking that the franking 
privilege may be extended to governor’s of states, ) 
Tipion, and Davis. 

Bills were introduced, viz: By Mr. Lyon, mak- 
ing appropriations for the completion of certain 
roads begun by the United States in the (then ter- 
ritory) state of Michigan. 

By Mr. Wall,a bill for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and a bill to pre- 
vent the counterfeiting of foreign copper, gold, and 
silver coins, and tu prohibit the bringing tne same 
into the United States. f ahem 

By Mr. McKean, a bill to continue in force the 
act to provide for the relief of persons disabled by 
known wounds during the late war. 

By Mr. Rives, a bill regulating the pay of mas- 
ters in the navy. 

By Mr. Davis, a bill to provide for the final set- 
tlement and payment of the claims of states upon 
the United States for interest upon the advances 
made by them during the last war with Great Bri- 
tain. 

By Mr. Tipton, a bill making appropriation for 
the continuation of the Cumberland road in the states 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. ko 

By Mr. Clay, of Ala., a bill to relinquish to the 
state of Alabama the two per cent. fund reserved to 
that state, by the act providing for her admission 
into the union, to be applied to the making of roads 
leading to said state. : 

A bill for the benefit of the Alabama, Florida and 
Georgia railroad company; and 

A bill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennes- 
see railroad company. tnd : 

By Mr. Young, a bill authorizing the president 
of the United States to cause the reserved lead 
mines in the state of Illinois and territories of Wis- 
consin and Iowa to be sold as other public lands. — 

Also, a bill granting to the the Galena and Chi- 
cago Union railroad company the right of wa 
over the public lands of the United States and for 
other purposes. , EEO 

Mr. Wall, from the commitlee on the judiciary, 
reported the following, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be in- 
structed to communicate to the senate the sums of mo- 
ney paid out of the treasury under private appropria- 
tions made, or private bills passed by congress since 
the first Monday in December, 1833, distinguishing the 
amount thereof made at each session of congress dur- 
ing the same period, and persons to whom and for 
what purpose paid, and also what sums, if any, re- 
On motion of Mr. Robbins, an order was agreed 
to for the appointment of a joint library committee, 
and the chair nominated Messrs. Kobbins, Allen, 
and Wall, on the part of the senate. 


On motion of Mr. McKean, 

Resolved, hat the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making al- 
lowance for house rent to the officers of the navy* yard 
at Philadelphia. 

On motion of Mr. Fulion, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire inio the expediency of making an 
appropriation to enable the secretary of war to continue 
the service of a suitable boat and crews, to be employ- 
ed in preventing the formation of a raft in Red river, 
in that part of said river from which the old raft has 
been removed. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, 

Resolved, 'That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to the senate, at as early a period as 
practicable, the number of superficial acres within 
each of the states of Alabama and Mississippi, entered 
in the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek with the Choc- 
taw Indians, designating in said report what quantity 
of said land in each of said states fia been Ps samecs) | 
what quantity still remains unsurveyed, what portion 
has been offered at public sale, how much has been 
sold; and what quantity is now subject to entry at pri- 
vate sale, in each of said states. 

On motion of Mr. Young, 7 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to the senate whether certain exiles 
from Poland, to whom a grant of thirty-six sections 
of land was made by the act of congress of June 30, 
1834, upon certain conditions expressed in said act, 
have complied with said conditions; and if not, whe- 
ther the said grant will be considered as forfeited by the 
department, and the lands selected by their agent on 
the waters of Rock river, in the state of Illinois, sub- 
ject to sale and entry as other public lands, without fur- 
ther legislation on the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Tipton, 

Resolved, 'Vhat the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to transmit to the senate a plot of the townships 
of public lands through which the line of aroad from 
New Albany, by Corydon, Fredonia, and Princeton, 
Indiana, to Mount Carmel, Illinois, will pass, distin- 
guishing between the tracts of land remaining unsold 
and those which have been sold and situate within six 
miles of said road. 

The bill providing for the reduction and gradua- 
tion of the price of the public lands came up in its 
order. 

The question being on the motion by Mr. Walk- 
er, from the committee, to strike out from the bill 
the provision reducing the price of the public lands 
ultimately to fifty cents per acre, and letting it 
stand at 75 cents as the minimum. 

Mr. Walker explained the object of the amend- 
ment to be to reduce the bill to the precise form 
in which it passed the senate last session. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. hoped the proposed reduction 
would be adopted, as being of great advantage to 
the new states. As it was desirable that the bill 
should be sent to the other branch as speedily as 
possible, he expressed an earnest wish that the se- 
nate would act on it at once. 

Mr. Clay, of Ky. had not expected this measure, 
which was of inconceivable importance, would 
have come up so soon, and he was therefore un- 
prepared for it. His opinion of the impolicy 
of disturbing the present land system, especially at 
this time, was well known, and had undergone no 
change. He wished it postponed to another day, 
say Monday, when he would be prepared to go into 
its consideration. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. would not have objected to the 
motion, had not the measure already undergone so 
full and recent a discussion in that house, and no- 
thing bad occurred during the recess to give any 
new ground of opposition to it. He hoped the se- 
nate would not postpone it. 

The bill was, however, postponed till Monday, 
and made the order for that day. 

After a short executive session 
The senate adjourned. 


December 13. Mr. Wright, from the committee 
on finance, reported a bill for the further postpone- 
ment of the fourth instalment of deposite with the 
states. 

Mr. Clay, of Ky. moved to amend the same by 


y | making the postponement toa definite period, viz: 


until the Ist of January, 1840. 

On this motion, a protracted debate ensued, 
which lasted till near 4 o’clock. Messrs. Clay, of 
Ky. Preston, Tallmadge, and, Rives, supported the 
amendinent, and it was opposed by Messrs. WrigAt, 
Benton, Calhoun, Niles and Brown, after which, on 
motion of Mr. Preston, the suvject was ordered to 
lie over till the next meeting of the senate. 


Mr. Wright gave notice of his intentions to ask 
leave to bring in a bill more effectually to secure 
public money in the hands of officers and agents of 
the government, and to punish public defaulters. 
Sundry private bills were acted upon, and ge- 
veral petitions presented as usual. 

The hon. Thomas H. Wiliiams, appointed by 





the governor of Mississippi senator from that, 


cai 


signation of the hon. Mr. Trotter, 
qualified, and took his seat. 
The senate then adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs, 
Monday, Dec. 10. In pursuance of 
the house of Thursday, the 6th December, 1839 ‘ 


viz: 

Committee of elections. 
fin, Hawkins, Maury, of Tenn., Towns, 
Hastings, Rives, Swearingen. 

Committee of ways and means. 





Messrs. Camby 


Rencher, Pope, Rhett, Webster. 
Commitiee of claims. 


liams, of N.H., Gray, Saltonstall, Giddings, 

Commitlee on commerce. 
Graff, Toland, Curtis, Mason, of Va., 
ton, Johnson, of La., Montgomery, Riley. 


is, Murray, of Ky., Duncan, Word. 


Calhoon, of Ky., Towns, Palmer, Leadbetter, * 
Bouldin, Jenifer, Dawson, Prentiss, of N. y 


Lyon. 


Foster. 


Underwood, Taliaferro, Parmenter, Harper, Bir 


Tenn., Keim. 


Crockett, Sheffer, Putnam. 
Commitiee on private land claims. Messrs. May, 


den, Cheatham, Garland, of La., Fletcher, of Mass, 
Crabb. 


Commitiee on manufacinres. Messrs. Adams, 


of Va., Elmore, Kennedy. 

Committee on agriculture. Messrs. Deberry, Lo. 
gan, Phelps, Weeks, Spencer, Noyes, Davies, Ran. 
dolph, Stone. 

Committee on Indian affairs. 
ett, Chaney, Parker, Graham, of N. C., Lewis, Pe. 


-trikin, Banks, Parris. 


Committee on military affairs. Messrs. McKay, 
lan, of Tenn., Halsted, Glascock. 
Commitiee on the militia. Messrs. Wagener, 


gate, Dennis. 

Committee on naval affairs. 
Milligan, Reed, Wise, Grantland, Moore, Paynter, 
Anderson, Pickens. 

Commiilee on foreign affairs. Messrs. Howari, 
Cushing, Jackson, of Geo., Dromgoole, Fairfield, 
Logan, Hoffman, Bynum, Crary. 

‘ommittee on territories. Messrs. Bronson, Potts, 
Pearce, Borden, Jones, of N. Y., Farrington, 
White, Hammond, Chas. Shepard, of N. C. 

Commiitee on revoluliovary pensions, Messii. 
Morgan, Klingensmith, Bond, Fry, Johnson, of 
Virginia, Sibley, Ewing, Whittlesey, Childs. 

Committee on invalid pensions. essrs. Tay!or, 
Williams, of Kentucky, Allen, of Vermont, Mc- 
Clellan, of New York, Herod, Stanly, Mallory, 
Plumer, Mitchell. 

Committee on roads and canals. Messrs. Mercet, 
Evans, McKennan, Snyder, Fillmore, Johnson, 0! 
Maryland, White, of Indiana, Graves, Grant. ; 

Committee on patents. Messrs. Fletcher, of Ver 
mont, Phelps, Menefee, Beers, Robinson, of Me. 

Committee on the pudlic buildings and grounds. 
Messrs. Lincoln, Pratt, Mercer, McClure, Jack- 
son, of Ga. 

Commitiee on revisal and unfinished bvsiness. 
Messrs. Sheplor, Noble, Southgate, Henry, Peck. 

Committee of accounts. Messrs. Johnson, of 
Maryland, Johnson, of Louisiana, 8. W. Moris, of 
Penn., Bicknell, Hawes. 

Committee on mileage. Messrs. Dawson, Howatt, 
Briggs, Coffin, Bicknell. 

The following committees, appointed at the first 
session, stand through the congress. 

Committee on the expénditures in the department of 
state. Messrs. M. Morris, of Pennsylvania, Jack- 
son, Sheplor, Yorke, Andrews. 

Committee on the expenditures in the department of 
the treasury. Messrs. Allen, of Vermont, Sheffer, 





Aycrigg, Gray, Holsey. 







state, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the m ; 
appeared, ma 









the Order F i 







the following standing committees were appointes | 





Messrs. Buchanan, Grif 
Bronson . 





leng, Sergeant, Jones, of Va., Atherton, Hayne; j 


Messrs. Chambers, Dar. 
lington, Russell, Campbell, of Tenn., Stuart, Wi) 


Messrs. Cushman, ), j 
Worthing. ; 


Commitlee on public lands. Messrs. Casey, Wi), 
liams, of N. C., Lincoln, Chapman, Shields, Loon, | 


Committee on the post office and post roqj,} 
Messrs. Connor, Briggs, Hall, Hopkins, Hubley 





Committee for the District of Columbia. Mess; . 
Hawkins, Beirne, C.H. Williams, of Tenn., Davee, : 
Commitice on the judiciary. Messrs. Thoma, 
Robertson, of Va., Toucey, Corwin, Garland, of F 
Va., S. W. Morris, of Penn., Turney, Martin, 
Committee on revolutionary claims. Messrs. ta ] 


sall, A. H. Shepperd, of N. C., J. L. Williams, of : 


Committee on public expenditures. Messrs. Haley, i 
Alexander, Titus, Stratton, Rumsey, Fletcher, F 


Slade, Biddle, Tillinghast, Vail, Naylor, Hunte,— & 


Messrs. Bell, Ever. 


Coles, Grennell, Rives, Kemble, Mason, McC f 


Curtis, Holt, Allen, Griffin, Gallup, Dunn, South- 4 


Messrs. Ingham, 5 








————— 
Commi 
war. M 
of Ohio, 
Commu 
the navy. 
wards, G 
Commu 
post 0] 
lup, Pluu 
Commi 
toes 
Ridgway 
Select 
Adaus, 
Grennell 
The § 
commun 
A col 
transmitt 
his depat 
suant to | 
the numt 
entry in 
mencing 
Septemb 
Also, ¢ 
treasury, 
continge 
ficers att 
Also, 
the pub 
March 3 
ditures 0 
last yeal 
Also, : 
in answe 
the num 
and how 
made by 
session, 
Amount 


| clerk hi 


Also, : 


) 4 navy, tr 
Calhoun, of Massachusetts, Harlan, Beatty, Rar. 


the cont 
ear enc 
. Also, 
transinit 
contings 
ending t 
Also, 
of the t 
counts 1 
balance: 
ears pl 
. Also, 
eral, en 
gent ex) 
ear. 
On m 
Resolt 
the trea: 
mittee of 
to the de 
New Y 
On m 
Order 
port fror 
Flinn’s © 
On 
Order 
dition o} 
Erie wl 
topogray 
ments v 
The { 
from th 


hands o 


To the ] 
I here 
reports 
accomp 
of the f 


Was) 


On n 
mittee 

The 
ceived 


To the 
The 
cutive 
claim ¢ 
ed to t 
having 
amoun 
ing, ag 
investe 
the att 
volvin; 
of the 
as mig 





red, Wa a 










ry 1833 i 
Pointed q 


n, Grit : 
TOnsop 


amb 
ay nes, 


8, Dar. 
rt, Wij. 


han, De 


Tthing. 


'Y, Wil. 
Loon. 


roads, 


er, 


Adams, 


Hunter, ' 


TY, Lo. B 


s, Ran- 


], Ever. 
wis, Pe. 


McKay, 
M cClel. 


Agener, 
- South. 


ngham, 
aynter, 


[oward, 
rirfield, 


|, Potts, 
ington, 


Messrs. 
son, of 


s. 
Taylor, 
it, Me- 
[allory, 


Mercer, 
ison, of 
t. 
of Ver- 
’ Me. 

rounds, 
, Jack- 


psiness. 
Peck. 

son, of 
rris, of 
‘coward, 
he first 


ment of 
, Jack- 


ment of 
sheffer, 


















Lubley, | | 


ELA OM 


PR BIC S 









PASSE DEEDS LLL LL LL GOL OEE PICT 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—DEC. 15, 1838—CONGRESS. 





, 249 














ittee on the expenditures in the department of 
on. Messrs. Diseney Vanderveer, Holt, Morris, 
of Ohio, Marvin. 

Committee on the expenditures. in the department of 
the navy. Messrs. Brodhead, Maxwell, Goode, Ed- 
wards, Graham, 

Committee on the expenditures in the department of 
the post office. Messrs. Childs, Dennis, Hawes, Gal- 

ner. 
bap ites on the expenditures on the public build- 

s. Messrs. Sawyer, Cranston, Menefee, Dunn, 

idgway- 
we. committee on duelling. Messrs. J. Q. 
Adams, Toucey, Elmore, Rariden, Grantland, 
Grennell, Clark, Henry, Coffin. | 

The Speaker laid belore the house the following 
communications: — 

A communication from the secretary of state, | 
transmitting an abstract of all the returns made to 
his department by the collectors of customs, pur- 
suant to the act of the 28th of May, 1796, showing 
the number of seamen registered in each port of 
entry in the United States during the year, com- 
mencing October Ist, 1837, and ending the 30th of 
September last. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury, subm:tting a statement of expenditures for 
contingencies of his departinent, and the several of- 
ficers attached (hereto, for the last year. 

Also, a cominunication from the commissioner of 
the public buildings, in obedience to the act of 
March 3, 1829, reporting a statement of the expen- 
ditures on the public buildings and other objects for 
last year. oy 

Also, a communication from the secretary of state, 
in answer to the resolution of last session, calling for 
the number of clerks which have been employed, 
and how long, in answering calls for information 
made by the house of representatives during the last 
session, and what amount paid for extra clerk hire. 
Amount paid by the department of state for extra 


: | clerk hire, under such calls, $1,108 37. 


Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
navy, transinitting an abstract of the expenditure of 
the contingent fund of the naval establishment for 
year ending 30th September, 1838. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of war, 
transmitting statements of the expenditure of the 
contingent funds of the war departinent for the year 
ending the 30th September, 1838. 

Also, a communication from the first comptroller 
of the treasury, transmitting a statement of the ac- 
counts which have remained unsettled, or on which 
balances appear to have been due more than three 
years prior to the 30th of September, 1838. 

Also, a communication from the postmaster gen- 
eral, enclosing a copy of a statement of the contin- 
gent expenditures of that departinent for the past 
year. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, 

Resolved, That the annual report of the secretary of 
the treasury on the finances be referred to the com- 
mittee of ways and means, except so much as relates 
to ihe defalcations of the late collector of the port of 


New York. 

On motion of Mr. Curtis, 

Ordered, That the drawing accompanying the re- 
port from the engineer department of the light-house on 
Flinn’s Knoll, in the harbor of New York, be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Fiilmore, 

Ordered, That the drawings illustrative of the con- 
dition of certain improvements in navigation on Lake 
Erie which accompany the annual report from the 
topographical bureau, and form a part of the docu 
ments with the president’s message, be printed. 

The following message, in writing, was received 
from the president of the United States, by the 
hands of his acting secretary: 

To the house of representatives of the United States: 

I herewith transmit to the house of representatives 
reports from the secretaries of state and treasury, with 
accompanying documents, in answer tothe resolution 
of the house of the 9h of July last. 

M. Van Boren. 

Washington, December 7, 1833. 


On motion of Mr. Adams, referred to a select com- 


mittee of nine. 
The following message, in writing, was also re- 


ceived from the president of the United States. 


To the house of representatives of the U. S. 

The act of the Ist July, 1836, to enable the exe- 
cutive to assert and prosecute with effect the 
claim of the United States to the legacy hequeath- 
ed to them by James Smithson, late of London, 
having received its entire execution, and the 
amount recovered and paid into the treasury hav- 
ing, agreeably to an act of the last session, been 
invested in state stocks, [ deem it proper to invite 
the attention of congress to the obligation now de- 
volving upon the United States to fulfil the object 
of the bequest. In order to obtain such information 
4S might serve to facilitate its attainment, the se- 











cretary of state was directed, in July last, to apply 
to persons versed in science, and familiar with the 
subject of public education, for their views as to the 
mode of disposing of the fund best calculated to 
meet the intentions of the testator, and prove most 
beneficial to mankind. Copies of the circular letter 
written in compliance with these directions, and of 
the answers to it received at the department of 
state, are herewith communicated for the conside- 
ration of congress. M. VAN BUREN. 


On motion of Mr..4dams, the said message was 
referred to the same select committee, as the forego- 
ing. 

The following message, in writing, was also re- 
ceived from the president of the United States: 

Zo the senate and house of representatives of the U. S. 

I herewith transmit a special report, made to me 
bv the secretary of the treasury, for your conside- 


own views, but also with a principle conseeuted by 
the action of his own state. 


Mr. Briggs moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out the words “viva voce,” and inserting 
**by ballot.” 

Mr. B. was opposed to the original proposition, 
first, because it would be an inconvenient mode; 
second, because it was an innovation upon the uni- 
form and unbroken practice of the house for fifty 
years; and third, because it was not so independent 
a mode as that of the ballot. It is not the republi- 
can form, nor is it the constitutional mode of elec- 
tion. He did not intend to say that the election 
viva voce is unconstitutional, but the constitution of 
the United States is not silent on one subject, at 
least, where the members of this house are called 
upon to give their votes. 

Under the constitutional provision for the elec- 





ration, in relation to the recently discovered default 
of Samuel Swartwout, late coilector of the customs 
at the port of New York. 

I would respectfully invite the early attention of 
congress to the aduption of the legal provisions 
therein suggested, or such other measures as may 
appear more expedient for increasing the public 
security against similar defalcations hereafter. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, Dec. 8, 1838. 


Mr. Cambreleng moved that so much of the re- 
port of the secretary of the treasury as relates to 
the defalcations of the late collector of the port of 
New York be referred to a select committee; and 
that so much thereof as relates to modifications of 
the revenue laws be referred to the committee of 
ways and means. 

Mr. C. said that, in submitting the first motion, 
it was due to the house to state, that he submitted 
it with no design of acting upon the committee, as 
a member, in any capacity. On the contrary, 
charged with the daty which the house had allotted 
to him, it would be wholly impracticable for him 
to enter upon such an additional duty. 

Independent of this consideration, it would be 
more satisfactory to his feelings that another mem- 
ber from some other quarter should be charged 
with this important duty. 

He had not included in his motion the power to 
send for persons and papers. That could be given 
hereafter, if the committee should ascertain that it 
was necessary. 

Mr. Mercer applauded the candor and spirit of 
the gentleman, but as it was a very important mat- 
ter, he suggested its postponement till to-morrow, 
to which Mr. C. assented. 

The case of the contested election for Wisconsin, 
postponed till to-day, was, on motion of Mr. Mer- 
cer, referred to the committee on elections. 


Election of officers of the house. 

The business next in order was the resolution 
heretofore offered by Mr. Dromgoole, in the words 
following, viz: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the stand- 
ing rules of the house, to be inserted between the 10th 
and 11th rules: “In all cases of election by the house, 
the vote shall be taken viva voce.” 

Mr. Wise considered this resolution a direct at- 
tack upon the independence of the house and the 
freedom of its elections, as it would have the effect 
of applying the screws to doubtiul members, so that 
they might sometimes be made to vote for party 
against their own convictions or predilections.— 
Though he viewed the viva voce mode of voting to 
be the freest at the polls, he could not tolerate the 
proposed use of it here as an engine of oppression. 

Mr. Dromgoole had no design to act tyrannically 
upon the members of the house, but had offered 
the proposition because he believed it founded upon 
a correct principle in the abstract, as in accordance 
with the fundamental law of his own state, and as an 
essential accompaniament of the democratic principle 
of accountability to the constituent boly. If the 
ein be correct, it ought to be carried out, and 
1e supposed no gentleman would oppose this resolu- 


tion because he desired to act in secret, to skulk | 


away from a just responsibility, to conceal his con- 
duct from his constituents. In the state of Virginia 
the viva voce mode of election at the polls had pre- 
vailed from the organization of the government, and 
the people had re-affirmed the principle in the con- 


vention of 1829-30 and adopted it in every case of 


election. There was not an appointment made in 
a county court—not a justice of the peace received 
his office, except under this principle. There was 
not an election of constable by the county courts, 
in which the magistrates did not vote operly, and 
have their votes recorded. There was not an elec- 
tion for the pettiest officer of a court martial which 
was not nade viva voce. 

In offering this proposition, therefore, Mr. D. 
said he had acted not only in accordance with his 


tion of president of the United States, where no 
one candidate has received a majority, the election 
is toga decided by the house. Now, if any case 
can be imagined where the argument of the gentle- 
man from Virginia (Mr. Dromgoole) would apply 
with force, where a member should stand up and 
give an open vote, it is on that most important 
question, when he is to act as the agent, the repre- 
sentative of his constituents, in choosing a chief 
magistrate; and yet the constitution says that he 
shall vote by ballot. 

Again. hen electors have been chosen for the 
several states, whose only duty itis to give their 
votes as the representatives, agents, or attorneys of 
their constituents, they are then to give their votes 
by ballot. 

Here, then, are two cases where the framers of 
the constitution, men who laid down principles for 
the permanent government of the people of this 
land, established the vote by ballot. ‘These men, 
who settled the principles upon which the govern- 
ment should be administered, Juid down amongst 
them the principle that when the representatives 
were called upon here to vote for the president of 
the United States, they should vote by ballot. 

He therefore hoped they would not now deliber- 
‘ately overturn a principle which had stood from 
'the origin of the constitution to the present time, 
| by introducing this novel mode of election. 


Mr. Pickens maintained the doctrine as to the 
responsibility of the representative to the coustitu- 
ent to the fullest extent, but there was a wide dis- 
tinetion between that members owed their consti- 
tuents in the legislation of the house, and in the 
choice of their mere ministerial officers. In the 
‘latter, he held the doctrine that he was himself a 
part of the constituent body—that they were his 
officers, accountable to him, and not to the people 
for their official conduct. 

I am, however, continued Mr. P., inclined to 
doubt the policy of this resolution on other and 
higher grounds. Let no gentleman suppose that 
ithe election will always go as he desires it. The 
|experience of the last few wontlis has taught me to 
dread a power higher than the executive. Itisa 
power which is now brought to bear on the elections 
of this country—a power which is represented by 
corporations. Pass this resolution, and you hold 
the members of this house responsible—to whom? 
You will find the power of these tremendous cor- 
poration brought to bear directly on this house, 
and, whenever that occurs, your government and 
your executive influence will be nothing in com- 
parison to it. Will any man dare to represent the 
interests of his constitueuts in such a manner as to 
come in conflict with these institutions? No, sir, 
human nature is too frail. Itcannot withstand that 
secret and tremendous power which even now is 
threatening to overrun the country. This body 
shonld be kept independent not only of executive 
influence, but of all extraneous influences except 
those which emanate from a free and enlightened 
people at home. It seems to me that the vote viva 
voce may be in some cases the more independent 
principle, and if I were to go to the state of Virgi- 
nia or Tennessee, where probably two-thirds of the 




















| voters are landholders, I should say that it wasa 
free and independent principle. But to go into 
other states, and it is exactly the reverse» Go into 
your large cities, into your dense communities 
north of this. where one-half or more of the people 
have no land, and what then becomes of your viva 
voce principle? Where is your independence of 
voting, if you bring into the field this vast power 
of associated wealtl? Instead of having a system 
of independence, it becomes a system of depend- 
ance and degradation. The system of viva voce 
voting is not universally free—it is not free in this 
|house, though it may be, and I hold that it is free 
in Virginia. Butit is not applicable to all states of 
society; it may be applicable, or it may be directly 
the reverse. TI object tothe principle here, because 
Ido not agree to the extent of responsibilty spoken 
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of by the gentleman from Virginia; and. because 
the principle might be made,te subserve the ends 
of executive organization, and of that other and 
more tormidable power to which I have adverted. 

Look at the present state of things in this coun- 
try. You have thousands of presses on one side or 
the other; and let a man here dare to express the 
convictions of his heart, separate from party ties and 
party allegiance, and what would be the conse- 
Sequence? He trembles under it with more fear 
than any of the voters of France in the worst days 
of Jacobin rule. Itis not alone in the power of 
executive influence which we have occasion to 
dread, but those other influences which are showing 
the:nselves not only on this floor, but elsewhere. 

Mr, Pearce, of Md., said his experienee had-sa- 
tisfied him of one truth, which should never be for- 
gotten, which was that the forms of free governinent 
were not incoinpatible with the ends of an arbitrary 
one. In othercountries tyranny sits upon a throne; 
here it begins in the shape of party ae 
discipline rigid, exact, unsparing, inexorabl®. 

The‘gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Dromgoole) 
says that the elfect of the resolution will be to pro- 
duce a more just accountability from the represen- 
tative to his constituents. Sir, our constituents ask 
no accountability in a matter like this. They do 
not ask us to incur an accountability which is in 
fact not to them, but to the executive, who almost 
rules us—an accountability to a party which has 
sway, I do not inean now, but at all times—leaving 
us no freedom of choice, no will of our own. If 
this resolution is adopted, I shall feel that it makes 
me the subject of a most exact and unscrupulous 
discipline, because I know that the power of party 
can condescend to the smallest, most unimportant, 
and most contemptible matters. 

Mr. P. added that the effect of the resolution, he 
did not say its object, would be to shackle the will of 
every meimber of the house—to deprive them of the 
choice of their own agents, for such were the offi- 
cers of the house. The people desired no such ac- 
countability as that asked for in unimportant mat- 
ters of this kind. 

Mr. Roberison should give this resolution his de- 


cided support, for he regarded the rule as sound in | 


theory and beneficial in practice. Gentleinen op- 
posed it, because they were afraid of undue influence; 
and they feared the back-stair influence of the ex- 
ecutive, and the still more deleterious influence of 
corporations upon others; none opposed it, because 
they were afraid to trust themselves. Did not gen- 
tleinen know that this influence might, on the vote 


by baliot, be exercised in private, more effectually, | 


and with more certainty of eluding the responsibility 
to their constituents? The gentleman from Souti 
Carolina (Mr. Pickens) thought that the members of 
this house owed no responsibility to their constiuents, 
for any vote they might give in regard to the organi- 
zation of the house. He (Mr. R.) held a different 
doctrine. He held that they owed responsibility to 
their constituents for any power which they exer- 
cised in their legislative capacity. 
cise of a constitutional legislative power, and for the 
due exercise of it the meinbers were responsible to 
their constituents. . 
Mr. R. contended: that every objection urged 
against the adoption of the viva voce principle 
struck also at the root of the record of the votes by 
yeas and nays, which were a constitutional right. I 
inembers were affaid to record their votes in the 
election of officers, they must be much more so in 
recording their votes against any measure in favor of 


the executive, or of those corporations which had | 


been alluded to. The principle was the same, The 
object of the constitution in giving to a sinall por- 
tion of the house the right to demand the yeas and 
nays was to enforce due responsibillty to the con- 
stituent body. And it did more—it incuicated a 
fair, open-and-above-board method of recording 
their sentiments and opinions, instead of concealing 
their votes as if afraid to show how they had given 
thein. He knew of nothing which should induce a 
member of this body to shrink froin a just responsi- 
bility, and he felt indebted to his colleague (Mr. 
Droingoole ) for having oifered his resolution. 

Mr. Villinghast moved to amend the resolution by 
inserting a provision that the eleclion should be con- 
ducted by bailot, but thateach ballot should be en- 
dorsed with the name of the voter. 

Mr. T. explained his object to be substantially to 
secure thie ends of a vote viva voce without the in- 
conveniences attending it. He thought the plan of 
endorsing’ each ballot with the name of the voter 
also the most expedient. In this opinion he might 
perhaps be actuated by some degree of partiality for 
the method in use in his own state. It worked well 
there, being in fact aregistery law which executes 
itself. In consequence of this practice, Rhode 
Island had suilered none of the inconveniences 


which were so much complained of elsewhere. The | 


It was the exer- | 


states where all or nearly all the voters were land- 
holders, he should be in favor of the vote viva voce; 
now, in Mr. T.’s state, this was precisely the state 
of things; all the voters were landholders; and he 
trusted in God they always would be. She might 
be the only state in the union where this feature was 
retained in their election laws, but he hoped she 
would never give itup. The gentleman from South 
Carolina thought there would be danger in the procla- 
} mation of the votes at elections where this was not 
the case. But how did his doctrine apply to the 
present case? The gentleman seemed to think that 
the members of the house, not being all landholders, 
would not have sufficient independence to vote ac- 
cording to their conscience. But was it so? Wasit 
indeed true that they would be deterred from a re- 
gard to the vital interests of their country, unless 
they were permitted to cast their votes in secret? 
He trusted not. He believed if there was a class of 
human beings in our heinisphere who could be pro- 
nounced to be above all such influence, it was the 
men who sat within the columns which surrounded 
that hall. 


Mr. Wise again briefly opposed the resolution, 
which he regarded as little short of an imputation on 
the house and every tnan in it. 


Mr Jenifer supported it, for though he did not 
hold they were responsible to their constituents for 
the votes they gave in organizing the house, he 
thought it best on all occasions that every man 
should speak ont. 

Mr. Reed held himself and all other members ac- 
countable to their constituents for ail they did here, 
but in what way?) Howcould that accountability 
be best effected in practice? The argument pre- 
sented by his colleague, (Mr. Briggs.) from the 
constitution had not been met. The form by ballot 
_was there prescribed, and let gentlemen who talk 
‘about skulking from responsibility meet that fact. 
The great objection against the viva voce inode was 
its effect in aiding the.strictness of party discipline; 
|it operated to rally party feeling, and concentrate 
‘and drillit, and bring it to bear in all its force in 
‘every election, however trivial. Some gentlemen 





‘seemed greatly to fear corporation influence; they 
‘were in dread of the banks. Well, let the house 
retain the ballot and exclude them ail. He saw no 
‘good reason for changing a mode of election which 
had prevailed in that house from the very founda- 
‘tion of the government, and he hoped they would 


'stick to the good old way. 


| Mr. Mathias Morris, of Pennsylvania, said that 
the subject, he believed, did not admit of much fur- 
ther argument; it had already been looked at nearly 
'in every point of view; yet le felt desirous to throw 
‘outa few remarks which might not be altogether 
inapplicable to its dne decision. He had voted the 
other day against conducting the late election of a 
clerk viva voce, becatise he was not willing sudden- 
ly to depart, in regard to one particular election, 
from what he understood to be the uniform practice 
of the house. But the proposition now bad respect 
to a permanent and universal regulation—a standing 
rule of the house—applying to the choice of all its 
officers for the future; so as to bring every vote 
given by a member of the house in his legislative 
| capacity to the knowledge of his constituents. This 





mixed principle and expediency, on which he was 
prepared to vote in the affirmative. It appeared to 
'him that every vote going to effect the general in- 
terests of the country should be given aloud, in the 
open face of day, so that every man’s constituents 
/might know and pass upon his conduct, and he 
thought this principle should apply not only to acts 
strictly of a legislative character, but to ail proceed- 
ings of a legislative body, the choice of its officers 
as well as other things. He was not as apprehen- 
sive of the dangers either of executive influence or 
that of overgrown corporations, as some gentlemen 
| seemed to be; but did he dread it more, it would 
‘only induce him the more to oppose the voting by 
| ballot. If gentlemen desired to keep this house 
clear of contamination, let them require every man 
in all cases to speak out. If the house was to be 
preserved from the calamitous consequences which 
‘some gentlemen seemed greatly to fear, it must be 
by creating a responsibility at home. As to the 
\alledged inconvenience attending the viva voce 
inode of voting, it was but a trifling consideration; 
a few minutes more, even if more time was actual- 
ly consumed, could be of no very great consequence 
in the course of an entire session. On the whole, 
he should give his vote in favor of the motion. 

Mr. Sergeant was sorry to diifer with his colleague 
in bis views of this question, and the more because 
the grounds on which he did so appeared to him 
to be important. The measure proposed seemed 
liable to several serious objections. 








changed the ground; and presented a question of 


gentleman from South Carolina had said that inf In the first place, it went to impair the 
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of the members of the house; or if it did not setram 
impair their freedom, at any rate it did not mak 
them more free, The friends of the resolution tens 
bound to show that the vote would be more free f 
given viva voce, than if given by ballot. He woulq 
answer their argument in only one way. All would 
remember the argunent by which the ancient go. 
phists undertook to prove that there was no such 
thing as motion; they insisted that a thing coulq 
not move in the place where it was; this must bp 
conceded. Nor could it move where it was not: 
this, likewise; inust be admitted; and so there could 
be no motion. He answered, that he felt he was 
free when voting by ballot; he was not sure he 
should be so free when voting viva voce. In the 
latter case every man was and must be liable to be 
assailed by various extraneous influences. 

But further; the effect of the resolution would be 
to curtail the rights of constituents. Mr. S. saiq 
that he differed’ from the gentlemen from South Ca. 
rolina, (Mr. Pickens,) though he liked his tone and 
bearing as to what he said about the consequences 
of the responsibility of a representative to his con- 
stituents; he admitted that responsibility; (he was 
not now talking about the duty of obeying instruc. 
tions, that was a different question, and a very im- 
portant one, on which he should now express no 
opinion;) the constituents could and always would 
make their representative responsible; it was vain to 
resist them; it was vain to resist the force either of 
‘associated wealth,” of which the gentleman from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens.) has spoken, or of 
another force of which the gentleman did not speak, 
but which Mr. 8. hoped he would not forget next 
time—the force of associated poverty. It was all 
in vain to appeal from either; a man’s constituents 
would exercise the right of deciding whether he 
should return to the public councils or no, after 
looking at his conduct while there. But the true 
doctrine, in his opinion, was this, that a representa- 
tive shall be responsible to them in such a way, and 
at such a time, and under such penalties as they 
choose, and not otherwise. In this matter of voting, 
the first thing which Mr. S. owed to his constitu- 
ents was to let them judge whether his vote should 
be given publicly or no; in that he was bound to 
obey their pleasure, and they alone had the right to 
say whether he should be bound by this or not. But 
the effect of the proposed resolution was to declare 
that the constituents should not decide, but the 
house would decide for them. Was not this to take 
away from his constituents their rights? ‘This vote 
by ballot was a small remnant of freedom, and as 
such he clung to it, and was reluctant to give it up. 
While a man’s constituents would, as he had said, 
make their representative responsible to them, it was 
but impertinent curiosity in any body else to require 
to know bow he had voted. Nor was idle curiosity 
all; it did not stop there; a little idle curiosity would 
produce a little idle gossip, which might agitate the 
air fora short time, but would do no great harm; 
but every candidate at an election had relatives and 
friends, and these must know how A and B voted; 
this disturbed a man’s friendly relations, and went 
to break many little social ties.of good feeling which 
ought not needlessly to be broken. Why should 
this be done? Why was a voter compelled to make 
eneinies of all the connexions of the man against 
whom he had thought proper to vote? There were a 
vast many other influences equally dangerous to 
which this mode of proceeding would subject every 
representative. 

Mr. S. was opposed to changing a practice which 
had so long met the approbation of those who had 
preceded us. 

Mr. Stanly again recurred to the precedent drawn 
from the constitution asan irresistible argniment in 
opposition to the resolution, and then moved to lay 
the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. Dromgoole demanded the yeas and nays on 
this motion, and, being ordered, they were yeas 5], 
nays 125, as follows: 

EAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William 
B: Calhoun, John Calhoun, William B. Campbell, John 
Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Childs, Coffin, Corwin, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Denn's, 
Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice at 
land, Giddings, Goode, William Graham, Graves; 
Grennel, Hall, Harlan, Hastings, Henry, Herrod, Hen 
ry Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Lincoln, 
Marvin, Samson Mason, May, Maxwell, McKennan, 
Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor 
Noyes, Ogle, Pearce, Peck, Pickins, Pope, Potts, Put 
nam, Randolph, Reed, Ridg-way, Robinson, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley: 
Slade, Smith, Stanly, Stone, Toland, John White, 
Whittlesey, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Word, and 
Yorke—81. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton; 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, 
Brodhead, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey’ 
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ey Chapman, Cheatham, Clark, Coles, Connor, 
haney» Crary, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, De- 
De Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Elmore, 
betty: Farrington, Fairfield. Isaac Fletcher, Foster, 
Gallup, James Garland, Glascock, Jas. Graham, 
Ev sand, Grant, Gray, Grifin, Hammond, Hamer, 
Oa ‘son, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
oer, Wn. H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Thos. 
He cksOn, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, 
B thaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, Klingen- 
sith Lezare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, 
yt, Mallory, James M. Mason, Maury, McKay, 
Robert McCleiian, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Mathias Mortis, S. 
W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmen- 
sae. Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Pratt, 
Rariden, Reil , Rencher, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, 
Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustine H. Sheppard, Sheplor, 
Snyder, Southgate, Spencer. Stuart, Stratton, Swear- 
Toucey, 
Towns, ‘Turney, Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, 
Wagener, Webster, Albert S. White, Jared W. Wil- 
jams, Jos. 1, Williams, and Yell—125. 

So the house refused to lay the subject on the 
le. ; 
— Montgomery then demanded the previous 
uestion, Which was put and carried, and the main 
question recurring on the adoption of the resolu- 

jon— 
: Mr. Dromgoole asked the yeas and nays, and they 
were ordered. 

The Speaker was about directing the clerk to call 
them, when Rome 

Mr. Adams tose, and said this resolution requires 
this house to elect viva voce, whereas the constitu- 
tion of the United States— 

Here Mr. Adams was called to order by many 
voices. 

The Speaker reminded him that no remarks were 
in order after the previous question had been ordered. 

Mr. Adams continued to speak. I appeal to the 
constitution of the United States! [Cries of order, 
order.} The resolution is directly in the face of the 
constitution. 

The Chair insisted on order, and at length, after 
a momentary confusion, Mr. Adams resumed his 
seat. 

The vote was then taken and resulted in yeas 126, 
nays 85, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 






















Brodhead, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, William 
B. Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Clark, Coles, Connor, 
Crabb, Craiz, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, De- 
berry, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Elmore, 
Ewing, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, 
Glascock,. James Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, 
Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William H. 
Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, T. B. Jackson, J. Jack- 


Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Logan, Luomis, Lyon, Mallory, James M. 
Mason, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham Mc- 
Clellan, McClure, Menefee, Montgomery, Moore, Mor- 
an, Mathias Morris, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, 
oble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Pratt, Rariden, Reily, 
Rencher, Rives, Robertson, Sawyer, Sheffer, Augus- 
tine H. Shepperd, Sheplor, Snyder, Southgate, Spen- 
| a i Taliaferro, Thomas, Tilling- 
hast, Tiius, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, 
Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Albert S. White, 
Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, and Yell—126. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, 
Briggs, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Carter, 

hambers, Cheatham, Childs, Coffin, Corwin,Cranston, 

rockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Dennis, Evans, 
Everett, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Giddings, Goode, William Graham, Graves, Crennell, 
Hall, Harlan, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Henry John- 
son, William Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Lincoln, Mar- 
vin, Samson Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, Me- 
ennan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, 
Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Pearce, Peck, Pickens, Pope, 
otts, Putnam, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Charles Shepard, 
Shields, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, 
Thompson, Toland, John White, C. H. Williams, 
Wise, Word, and Yorke—35. 

So the proposition as originally introduced was 
agreed to. 

_In connection with this subject, after the transac- 
tion of some other business, Mr. Sherrod Williams, 

y unanimous consent, moved. to amend it by in- 
serting after the word ‘‘election” the words ‘of its 
Officers,” which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, the use of the hall to 
the American colonization society was granted for 
to-morrow evening. 


Ms, motion of Mr. Win. Cost Johnson, of Md., it 
as 


Resolved, That the use of this hall be given to _pro- 
essor J. Orville Taylor, of the university of New York, 


education throughout the United States. 





to deliver an address on Thursday evening, at — 
o'clock, on the condition of the common schools in this 
country, and in furtherance of the cause of general 


On motion of Mr. Morgan, the election of a chap- 
lain for the house was ordered to be proceeded with 
to-morrow. 

A few resolutions of a private character were of- 
fered, and 

The House adjourned. 

Tuesday Dec. 11. Petitions were called for in 
the order of states, and Maine having been gone 
though, Messrs. Evans and Noyes, having present- 
ed several, when the state of New Hampshire was 
called— 


Mr. Atherton rose and asked leave to offer the 
following resolutions: 


Resolved, That this government is a government of 
limited powers, and that by the constitution of the 
United States, congress has no jurisdiction whatever 
over the institution of slavery in the several states of the 
confederacy. 
Resolved, That the petitions for the abolition of slave- 
ry inthe Districtof Columbia and the territories of the 
United States and against the removal of slaves from one 
state to another, are a part of the plan of operations set 
on foot to affect the institution of slavery in the several 
states, and thus indirectly to destroy that institution 
within their limits. 

Resolved, That congress has no right to do that in- | 
directly which it cannot do directly; and that the agi- 
tation of the subject of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, or the territories, as a means, and with a view of | 
disturbing or overthrowing that institution in the seve- | 
ral states, is against the true spirit and meaning of the 
constitution, an intringement of the rights of the states 
affected, and a breach of the public faith on which they 
entered into the confederacy. 


Resolved, That the constitution rests on the broad 








eracy, and that congress, in the exercise of its acknow- 
ledged powers, has no right to discriminate between 
the institutions of one portion of the sta‘es and another 
with a view of abolishing the one and promoting the 
other. 

Resolved, therefore, That all attempts on the part of 
congress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia 
or the territories, or to prohibit the removal of slaves 
from state to state, or to discriminate between the in- 
stitutions of one portion of the country and another with 
‘the views aforesaid, are in violation of the constitution, 
destructive of the fundamental principles on which the 
union of these states rests, and beyond the jurisdiction 


tion, proposition, or paper touching or relating in any 
way, or to any extent whatever, to slavery as aforesaid 
‘or the abolition thereof, shall, on the presentation there- 
of, without any further action thereon, be laid on the 
table without being debated, printed, or referred. 

Mr. Cushing objected to the introduction of the 
resolutions at this time. 

Mr. Atherton moved to suspend the rules. 

On which motion, Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, 
demanded the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and, being taken, were as follows: 


Y£AS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 


Birdsall, Brodhead, Buchanan, Bynum, John Calhouu, 
Cambreleng, Wm. B. Campbell, John Campbell, Car- 
ter, Chambers, Chapman, Cheatham, Clowney, Coles, 
Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Daw- 
son, Deberry, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Elmore, Farrington, 
Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland. Rice 
Garland, Glascock, James Graham, Grantland, Grant, 
Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, William H. Huuter, Robert M. T. Hunter, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, 
Joseph Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Lewis, Logan, 
Loomis, Lyon, Mallory. Martin, May, McKay, Robert 
McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Menefee, 
Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, S. W. Morris, 
Murray. Noble, Palmer, Parker, Paynter, Pearce. Pet- 


Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, A. H 
Shepperd, C. Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, South- 
gate, Spencer, Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Swearingen, T'al- 
laferro, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Tur- 
ney Underwood, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, 
John White, Whittlesey. Sherrod Williams, Jared W. 
Willams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, 
Word, Yell—133. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
John W. Allen, Averige, Bouldin, Briggs, Wm. B. Cal- 
houn, Casey, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, 
Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, Davies, Dunn. Ed- 
wards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Isaac 
Fletcher, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, Wm. Graham, 
Grennell, Haley, Hall, Harper, Hastings, Herod, Ing- 
ham, Lincoln, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maxwell, 
McKennan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, N aylor, Noves, 

armenter, Peck, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed. Ridgway, Robinson, ‘Russell, Saltsonstall, Ser- 


land, Albert S. White, Yorke—66. 
So the rules were suspended. 





& requested by the American common school society, 


.And the resolutions having been again read, 





| 


' 


iavowals of the petitioners themselves. 


Mr. Atherton rose and sail: In addressing the 
house at this time, my object is very briefly to ex- 
plain the purport of the resolutions just offered, and 
the reasons which have induced me to present 
them. 

1. The first resolution declares ‘that this govern- 
ment is a government of limited powers, and that 
by the constitution of the United States congress 
bas no jurisdiction whatever over the institution of 
slavery in the several states of the confederacy.” 
To suppose that this resolution would vot meet 
very general assent, would be to suppose that the 
most ultra federal nations are entertained as to the 
powers of the general government, and that those 
powers are considered as entirely absolute and un- 
limited. 

2. The second resolution declares ‘that petitions 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Column- 
bia, and the territories of the United States, and 
against the removal of slaves from one state to an- 
other, are a part of a plan of operations set on foot 
to affect the institution of slavery in the several 
states, and thus indirectly to destroy that institution 
within their limits.” 

Legally and morally, Mr. Speaker, men are held 
responsible for the consequences which their acts 
have a manifest tendency to produce. This resolu- 
tion contains an expression of our opinion as to the 
ultimate object and tendency of these petitions 
aml memorials. Can any one who does not shut 
his eyes to what is going on around him doubt as to 
the effect and as to the tendency of these petitions? 
I cannot doubt it, sir, without disbelieving the open 
In saying 
this, I refer, however, not to many honest persons 
who have signed them without sufficient examina- 


‘tion of the important bearing of the question; nor to 


e A ° | . e ‘ d ° 
principle of equality among the members of this confed- | others, such, for instance, as females and children, 


who have had, in fixing their signatures, too fre- 
quently no definite intention or object, but to those 
who call loudly for the presentation of these peti- 
tions, who get them up, who circulate them for sig- 
nature, and whose business it seems to be to agitate 
the community on this subject. 





of congress, and that every petition, memorial, resulu- | 


Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, | 


rikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Prait, Reily. | 


geant, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Stratton, Tillinghast, To- | 


3. The third resolution declares that “congress 
has no right todo that indirectly which it cannot do 
directly; and that the agitation of the subject of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, or the territo- 
ries, as a means and with the view of disturbing or 
‘overthrowing that institution in the several states, 
is against the true spirit and meaning of the con- 
'stitution, an infringement of the rights of the states 
affected, and a breach of the public faith upon which 
they entered into this confederacy.” 

4. The fourth resolution declares ‘that the con- 
stitution rests on the broad principle of equality 

among the members of this confederacy; and that 
congress, in the exercise of its acknowledged pow- 
ers, has no right to discriminate between the insti- 
|tutions of one portion of the states and another, 
‘with the view of abolishing the one and promoting 
the other.” 

| Iam notaware that any code of political construc- 
tion or political morality ought to find favor in this 
hense, by which the justice of these resolutions 
ishall not be fully admitted. Indeed, sir, 1 must say 
‘that all the resolutions to which I have adverted 
/seem very like truisms, about which no dispute ean 
be entertained; and it also seems to me that, froin 
these, the principles contained in the fifth and last 
resolutions follow by necessory consequence. 

| The fifth resolution declares “that, therefore, all 
attempts on the part of congress to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia, or in the territories, or 
| to prohibit the removal of slaves from state to state, 
| or to discriminate between the institutions of one 
| portion of the confederacy and another, with the 
views aforesaid, are in violation of the constitution, 
destructive of the fundamental principles on which 
the union of these states rests, and beyond the juris- 
diction of congress.” 

These are the principles laid down in the fifth 
resolution; and, as I have said, they seem to me to 
follow, by necessary consequence, from the preced- 
ing resolutions. But the fifth resolution proceeds 
still further, and provides for the mode of action of 
the house upon ‘petitions, memorials, &c. on this 
subject. And, from the principles embodied iu the 
first part of the resolution, the propriety of the mode 
of action prescribed becomes at once apparent. 

The latter part of the resolution provides ‘that 
every petition, memorial, resolution, proposition, or 
paper, touching or relating, in any way, or to any 
extent whatever, to slavery as aforesaid, or the 
abolition thereof, shail, on the presentation thereof, 
without any further action thereon, be laid upon 
the table, without being debated, printed, or re- 
ferred.”” 

This provision is in effect similar to the resolu- 
tion of the 24th December, 1836, on the same sub- 
ject, the latter part being word for word the same. 
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- It is within the knowledge of all that the resolution 


of the 24th (December was’ also similar to a resolu- 
tion adopted by the house several years since, after 
full examination of the subject by a committee. 
The representatives of the state which [ in part re- 
present voted for that resolution, and one of them 
was on the committee who reported it. Their 
course met the decided approbation of a majority 
of their constituents, as, ‘a believe, has the course 
of those who supported the similar resolution of the 
24th December; at any rate, I may be pardoned for 
saying of that constituency that they are too intel- 
ligent’to be misled by the idle and utterly unfound- 
ed pretence that the adoption of such a resolution is 
a denial of any right of petition. 


Still, sir, as in some portions of the country, 
from not sufficiently attending to the reasons induc- 
ing it, this may have been considered a measure bor- 
dering on harshness, I have thought proper, in sub- 
mitting that part of the last resolution prescribing 
the mode of action by the house, which is similar 
in effect to the resolution reported by Mr. Pinck- 
ney, and to the resolution of the 24th of December, 
1837, to preface it with the matter preceding, em- 
bodying the reasons which not only render the pro. 
priety of this course evident, but shows the impro- 
priety of any other. I would treat these petitions 
precisely as I would any other involving similar 
considerations. ‘These subjects have excited anx- 
ious attention and reflection, here and elsewhere. 
It would be doing injustice to the intelligence of 
the membeys of this house to suppose that any cne 
of them had not made up his mind on the question 
whether we had aright to grant the prayer of these 
petitions or not. The abolitionists themselves 
evince their own conviction that the minds of mem- 
bers, even before they enter this hall, are made up 
on these subjects, by requiring them explicitly to 
state their opinions and the votes they intend to 
give. The matter has been once referred to a com- 
mittee, who fully examined it, and reported such 
arguments as conclusively show our want of juris- 
diction. Is it pretended that every petition must 
be referred, aud a report be made in full upon it, 
and that the whole time of congress should be 
spent on the subject?) The house, and each mem:< 
ber of the house, has fully considered the subject 
involved in these petitions. If, then, the house is 
decidedly of opinion that it has no right to act on 
these subjects, as the petitioners desire, it is, I con- 
ceive, our duty to dispose of the petitions with as 
little delay as possible—unless, indeed, our object 
be to waste our own time, and the money of the 
people, in discussing, interminable and unavailing, 
or worse than unavailing, because intended to manu- 
facture public sentiment for our constituents, rather 
than to acquire light for ourown guidance, and 
thus indicating the assumption that we are the 
masters instead of the servants of the people. By 
the mode of action here prescribed, the petitions 
are to be presented like any other petition. From 
the statement of their contents required by the rules 
of the house, it is perceived that they relate to sub- 
jects which have been fully considered by the 
house, and on which a majority of the house have 
definiteiy formed an opinion that the house has no 
legitimate jurisdiction, and they are at once laid on 
the table. 


Believing, sir, as I do, that ‘the relation of mas- 
ter and slave is a matter exclusively within the re- 
guiation of the states where it exists, and that any 
interference by the inhabitants of other states in re- 
gard to it is not only unauthorized and intrusive, 
but faithless and dishonorable as being against the 
letter and spirit of the sacred compact which binds 
us together;”’ believing that the agitation now prac- 
tised on the subject of the abolition of slavery, whe- 
ther carried on under the pretext of maintaining the 
right of petition, or any other’pretext, results either 
from a total misconception of the nature and rights 
of the general and state governments, or, as there is 
reason to fear in some instances, from hostility to 
our established republican institutions; that it tends 
to alienate the friendly regard of dillerent parts of 
our country, and introduce sectional differences and 
distinctions—to waste and consume the time of con- 
gress, and enormously to increase the expenditures 
of the money of the people; that it is dangerous not 
only to the rights of the citizens of the slave-holding 
states, but also in the highest degree to the integrity 
of the union; that, if persisted in, it threatens to in- 
volve the whole country in the most alarming evils, 
and that it ought to be discountenanced by every 
friend of the union and of republican government— 
I fear not, but trust, that these resolutions will meet 
the favorable consideration of this house. — 
aoe A. concluded by moving the previous ques- 

Mr. Cushing demanded that the question be taken 
separately on the resolution, 


Mr. Wise protested against their arloption, and re- 
pudiated them as southern resolutions. They might 
contain the sentiments of the north, but he denied 
that they did those of the south, and he designated 
them as a trap surreptiously sprung upon the house. 
Mr. W. intimated that he had an amendment he 
wished to offer, but it was not in order after the pre- 
vious question had been moved. 


Mr. Tillinghast inquired whether the gentleman 


from New Hampshire, alter introducing his resolu- 


tious, prefacing them with a speech, and then mov- 
ing the previous question, would not suffer other gen- 
tlemen to reply? . 

Mr. Stanly moved a call of the house; which was 
ordered and proceeded in till 223 members were 
ihregg to be present, when it was further dispensed 
with. 

[On the name of Mr. Wise being called, that gen- 
tleman rose and said that, as one of the representa- 
tives of the south, he was not here on the subject of 
abolition.] 

The previous question was seconded by the house, 
ayes 103, noes 102, and onthe question “shall the 
main question be now put?” Mr. Briggs demanded 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. Bell rose with a view to move an adjourn- 
ment of the house, and to request that the house 
would order the resolutions to be printed, so that 
when the inembers came here to-morrow they might 
vote understandingly. There could be no debate, 
and he thought the house would see the propriety‘of 
adopting this course. 

Mr. Cushman objected to the motion to print, 
which could not be put without unanimous cousent, 
and on the motion to adjourn he called for the yeas 
and nays, which, being ordered, were yeas 102, nays 
113. So the house refused to adjourn. 

The question again recurring “shall the main 
question be now put?”? was put to the vote and de- 
cided in the affirmative yeas 114, nays 107, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bickneli, Birdsall, Brod- 
head, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreling, ,Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, John Campbell, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapman, Clowney, Cole, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Cra- 
ry, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Deberry, DeGraff, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, 
Foster, Fry, Gallup, J. Garland, Glasscock, Grantland, 
Grant, Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
W. H. Hunter, R. M. T. Hunter, T. B. Jackson, J. 


‘Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, 


Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lo- 
gan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, J. M. Mason, Martin, 
McKay, R. McClellan, A. McClellan, McClure, 
Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. 
Morris, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Payn- 
ter, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pratt, Reily, 
Rhett, Rives, C. Shepard, Sheplor, Suyder, Spencer, 
Stuart, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, 
Towns, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, 
Whittlesey, J. W. Williams, Yell—114. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Boul- 
din, Briggs, Calhoun, Calhoon, Carter, Chambers, 
Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Dennis, 
Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, 
J. Fletcher. Fillmore, R. Garland, Giddings, Goode, J. 
Graham, W. Graham, Graves, Grennell, Haley, Hall, 


‘Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Herod, Ingham, 


Jenifer, H. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, Kennedy, Lincoln, 
Marvin, 8. Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, Mokena, 
Menefee, Milligan, Mitchell, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, 
Parmenter, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Potts, Putnam, Rari- 
den, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, 
Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstall, Se:geant, A. 
H. Sheppard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Underwood, Vanderveer, A. S. 
White, J. White, S. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. 
Williams, Wise, Word, Yorke—107. 

So the house determined that the main question 
be now put. 

Mr. Connor demanded that it be taken by yeas 
and nays; which was ordered. 

Mr. C. H. Wiiliiams, of ‘Veniiessee, asked to be 
excused from voting, on the ground that he had not 
had an opportunity to look at the resolutions. As 
he was precluded from stating his views in regard 
to them, he wanted to look well at each word before 
he gave his vote upon it. 

The question being put, Mr. Williams was not 
excused. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson now moved an adjournment, 
and asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered 
and taken, and resulted in the negative—Ayes 108, 
nays 113. So the house refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Sianly prefered the same request to be ex- 
cused; and stated as his reasons, first, that he had 
not had time to examine the resolutions, and to see 
whether they gave to the south all the south had a 





right todemand. Another reason was, that, like 











all the things which came from the palace, 


were of a party complexion. the pmneelvee ne 
Here the chair called Mr. Stanly to order, ;.,.gme# any ee 

Mr. 8. stating that he had not expected to {. me TE 

lowed to proceed, withdrew his request. “Bes. bt pris 
Mr. Underwood rose and said that he desired t; ee _notbit 


excused from voting on the resolution now Unde ole united F 


| consideration; that he intended to ask that cones, pel him. 


sion to him from the house in good faith and thay; 1 be liable 
would proceed, under the 30th rule of the house ,, the questio 
ive a brief statement of the reasons upon whieh} effecting it 
esired the house to act in coming toa CONClusig, ther, it was 
The last resolution, which eontained the essence, thie The chair h 
gist of the whole matter, excluded every petition, t discuss t 
memorial from reference or consideration by th; Mr. Wise 
house relating to the aboliton of slavery, without », a resolut! 
gard to the source whence it might come. Ty MMopt what re 
same was true relative to the removal of slaves frog ould withst 
state to state, or from state to territory. This reg MMMont if exert 
lution is deduced, as the necessary conclusion, fio: Mii™pere were T 
sundry propositions previously stated—soine »p-glave-hol 
which, as abstract legal propositions, are undoubteimmhy he coul 
ly true—for instance, that contained in the first rest they we 
lution; and some being matters of fact, about whic fea not "reco 
there may be a contrariety of opinion. Now, si ion gotten 
I do not regard it to be my legislative duty here yi ethren of e 
be voting in affirmance of legal or constitution Mr. W. Ww 
principles which no one denies, or of facts stat essing the | 
which may be, and probably are, true, but of whic Mier may giv 
there is no legitimate proof before this house. But Mgpting, but th 
sir, my great objection to voting upon these resol. MMbuch the u 
tions is, that, let me vote affirmatively or negatively Higngth withd 
my vote will place me in a false position before ny fi Mr. Jenife 
constituents. I believe, sir, that there are certay MMMate the rea 
citizens in this country who have a right to  petitio: fhe resolutior 
congress relative to the abolition of slavery and th fhich, he wa 
removal of slaves from state to state, or state to te. HMles, which 
ritory; and I believe there are other citizens yy fMMous were in 
have no such right. Thus, sir, in my opinion, tly piding state 
citizens of the District of Columbia have a riglit Muth have | 
petition congress relative to the abolition of slayer hey have b 
among them, if they regard the existence of slavery {iMtreme uor' 
as a grievance; but I deny that the peeple of Ma-fihe previous | 
sachusetts have a right to interfere with slavery hex ineipally { 
by way of petition in favor of its abolition. 1 think print has t 
the existence of slavery here is a local question, 1 fMpine denied 
way operating upon the people of Massachiusetts,f™peech of the 
and having no efiect in relation to the execution ofMire,) who. 
the powers of this limited government granted {a fM@ately after, 
general purposes. Now, sir, the resolutions undefijme siniste: 
consideration make no distinction in respect to theiM@ffect the ri 
petitioners. They place those who are aflected byfiMprics of res: 
the existence of slavery, and who may feel grievai- fhe extreme | 
ces, upon the same footing with those who are in wM™xamination. 
way ailfected by it, and who, in my opinion, cannot fM@hat quarier, 
possibly make out such a grievance growing out (Mir iustitutic 
the existence of slavery as will justify them in ag-MMMght to reply 
tating this house and nation with discussions whichfMMghts. Thi 
cannot fail to lead to the most bitter excitement, {Mot be heard 
and which can result in nothing good. aid Mr. J., 


If I vote, therefore, in favor of these resolutions gmgp''"S Upol 
it will seem that I deny the right of every classdgm™murce whicl 
citizens to petition congress on the subject of slave gmp °Xamine, 
ry. IfI vote against them, it might ve inferred tht gy’ “ hich mi 
I] was in favor of allowing every body to pour li ost ln port 
abolition petitions here, to the destruction of the bar decline to 
mony of this house, and probably the consumption my s° resolut 
half our time. I therefore see no consistent course gm Pose of ¢ 
left me Lut io ask to be excused, and, if impelled 0 jMPP°! tant qu 
vote, then to vote against every resolution, consilet for politi 
ing the connexion in which they now stand. > protect th 

intended to offer an amendment which I hoi ome how | 
in my hand, but the privilege of doing that has beet ee ane,¥ 
denied me by sustaining§the call for the previ0ls hp nol .2 
question. “ pas 

Mr. Underwood’s amendment was as follows: ‘ see 

(Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, or papers! southern ’ 
lating to the abolition of slavery in the District of lhe ques: 
lumbia, or any of the territories of the United Sta'eq™Pllowing re 
and all petitions, memorials, or papers relating to “Moved by M 
removal of slaves from one state to anather; or from “HM Resolved, ' 
state to a territory, or to the District of Columbia: “Himited powe 
from a territory to a territory, or to the District of U"HPaited State 
lumbia; or from the District of Columbia to a stale “Myer the insti 
territory; unless the same proceed or come from "Mi onfederacy. 
citizens or some portion of them resident within the And the | 
state or territory, or District of Columbia, in which "®Mvas decided 
proposed action of congress is to operate, and WU" RR vray _) 
shall be vouched by the member offering the SO™HBAV, Alon , 
shall, upon the contents being stated, and their pres" BBanks, Beat 
tation, be laid upon the table, without being printed Birdsall, Bor 
referred, and no further action had thereon.] 

The question being put, Mr. Underwood was 
excused. 

Mr. Wise rose to ask that the House would ¢* 
cuse him from voting; and he did so with the dis 
tinct understanding that whether the house excuse 
him or no, he should not vote. He had a right, if 
der the rule, to give the reasons why he wished 
be excused; and he was held by the rule to ee 
his own reasons, be they what they might. Thos 
reasons he averred to be inherent in the resolutio? 
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fe mselves- They were utterly derelict as to the 
eat point on which alone the south could stand: 
ne very first of them related to slavery in the 
tes. Now, Mr. W. could neither affirm nor deny 
» right of his constituents to hold property in 
yes—nothing should force him to do so—the 
ole united power of the government should never 


pel him. One of the resolutions was so drawn 
























































d that to be liable to the inference that, if the agitation 
Ouse, , EMF the question of slavery was intended as a means 
Vhich fame effecting its abolition only in the district, and no 
clusion mm ther, it was not censurable. 
ence, {hime The chair here reminded Mr. Wise that he conld 
‘tition offs discuss the resotutions. 1 
by thi Mr. Wise said that the main question of all, 
thout rllii/hese resolutions did not touch. Let the house 
e. Thopt what resolutions it would, they of the south 
Ves froglmmould withstand the whole power of the govern- 
18 regqilmmmont if exerted on the question of slave-holding. 
0, fiogli/here were rights of the slave-holding states in the 
Ome gfip-slave-holding states. One of his chief reasons 
doubted, hy he could not vote on these resolutions was, 
rst resMiMhat they were a trap—a trap for the south. He 
it which Mid not recognise them—whether this thing had 
W, sir, [fMMeen gotten up with the consent of his southern 
here {ifethren of either party,.he was ignorant. 
tution) fii! Mr. W. was repeatedly called to order for trans- 
S state(fiessing the 30th rule, which provides that a mem- 
which fier may give his reasons for being excused from 
©. Bu, figpting, but the chair ruled that he could, inno way, 
resoly. puch the merits of the resolutions. Mr. W. at 
z atively, ngth withdrew his request to be excused. 
fore my! Mr. Jenifer, of Maryland, said he would briefly 
Certain mate the reasons why he desired not to vote upon 
petition he resolutions now under consideration. In doing 
and the ihich, he would endeavor not to trespass upon the 
to ter. Miles, which he knew were limited. ‘The resolu- 
ens who fous were intended to affect the rights of the slave- 
ion, te fMMolding states, and the representatives from the 
right tf™puth have had no opportunity to examine them. 
Slavery fPhey have been proposed by a member from the 
slavery fiM™xtreme north of- the non-slaveholding states, and 
of Mas ihe previous question has been called, and sustained 
ery her MiMMincipally from that quarter. A proposition to 
1 think print has been refused, and an opportunity to ex- 
tion, 0 fMmine denied. From what can be inferred from the 
liusetts, Meech of the mover, (Mr. Atherton, of New Hamp- 
‘ution ofifbire,) who called for the previous question imme- 
nted jo fM@ately after, the south have reason to believe that 
S undefime sinister object is intended. The resolutions 
‘t to theMM@ifect the rights of the slaveholding states; anda 
cted by MiMPries of resolutions are offered by a member from 
srieval: Mee extreme north, who refuses any opportunity of 
re in 0M@Kamination. We of the south ask no favors from 
cannot Mat quarter, but we insist upon our rights; and as 
x out d rinustitutions are to be invaded, we ciaim the 
in age Melt to reply to and repel any thing affecting those 
s whichiMights. Thisis now denied. We of the south can- 
ements Mot be heard in defence of our rights. I therefore, 
aid Mr. J.,)"do not intend to vote upon a question 
olution eog upon us without notice, coming from a 
class ofmmurce which we should distrust, denied the right 
f clave. examine, the privilege of seeing in print, a mat- 
red thie’ Which may negatively or affirmatively affect our 
pour it ost Important interests, and we cannot be heard. 
the harfmm ¢ecline to vote for another reason, which is, that 
ption a hese resolutions are now forced upon us, not for the 
t cousefme"pose of allaying the excitement upon this most 
elled of portant question as regards southern interests, 
onside fame’ for political purposes. The south are prepared 
) protect their interests. We desire not northern 
I hollfmvice how they shail be managed. We know our 
ras beetfmestits, and we will protect them. 
sreviowsfmm 1 do not ask to be excused from voting, but I 
: all not vote upon a question when I believe the 
ps: ih have no right to interfere, and is exclusively 
apers Ie southern matter. 
t of CoM The question was now at length taken on the 
{ Staesf/llowing resolution, being the first in the series 
y to Wtmoved by Mr. Atherton: 
r from “HE Resolved, That this government is a government of 
nbia; “Hinited powers, and that, by the constitution of the 
t of Co ated States, congress has no jurisdiction whatever 
stale “Miver the institutions of slavery in the several states of the 
rom MMB onfederacy, ‘ 
thin 9 And the question on agreeing to this resolution 
get as decided by yeas and nays as follows: 
\ pr . EAS.—Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allen, John 
“preset Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherion, Aycrigg, 


inted 0 


was not 


wuld ex’ 




















anks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, 
irdsall, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Brodhead, 
-ronson,. Buchanan, Bynum, John Calhoun, Cambre- 
02, William B. Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, 
‘sey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, 
diids, Clark, Clowney, Coftin, Coles; Connor, Corwin, 






































the ad fab, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush- 
excuseMes, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Davies, Deberry, De 
rht, une ruff, Dennis, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, 
ished tore, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, 
to state@™m.S'er, ry, James Garland, Rice Garland, Giddings, 

Those. *Scock, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, 


olution 












pantland, Grant, Graves, Gray, Grennell, Griffin, 
‘Mey, Hall, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, 


Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Holt, Hop- 
kins, Howard, Hubley, Wiiliarn H. Hunter, Robert M. 
T. Hunter, Ingham, ‘Thos. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, 
H. Johnson, J. Johnson, Wm. C. Johnson, N. Jones, 
J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, Klingensmith, 
Legare, Leadbatter, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loomis, 
Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Jumes M. Mason, S. Mason, 
artin, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKay, R. McClellan, 
Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKennan, Menefee, 
Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Mor- 
an, 8. W. Morris, C. Morris, Murray, Naylor, Nobile, 
almer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Putnam, Ran- 
dolph, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Robert- 
son, Rebinson, Rumsey, Saltsonstal, Sawyer, Sheffer, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, 
Sheplor, Sibley, Smith, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, 
Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Swearingen, Taliaferro, ‘Taylor, 
Thomas, Thompson, ‘Titus, Toland, 'T’oucey, Towns, 
Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, A.S. White, J. White, 
Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Willams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Word, 
Yell, Yorke—198. 

NA YS—Messtrs. Adams, Evans, Everett, Potts, Rus 
sell, Slade—6. 

So the first resolution was adopted as above. 

The house then adjourned. 


Wednesday, Dec. 12. 
read— 

Mr. Wise rose and desired that it might stand as 
recorded evidence on the journal, that he had not 
entertained the jurisdiction of congress over the 
subject of slavery in the states of the union, when 
the resolutions on that subject were before the 
house yesterday. 


As soon as the journal was 


rejoined that his object was equally well attained. 


whether it would then be in order to move a recon- 
sideration of the vote taken the cay before on the 
motion for the previous question, and on the ques- 
tion ‘shall the main question be now put?” to which 


in the negative. 
The question then recurring 


words following, to wit: 


institution within their limits. 


class of men. Whilst he conld not vote for it, he 
knew the reckless audacity with which a vote 
against it might be used to create a false impression. 


district on this subject; and the manner in which he 
had been sustained. 
refused to answer the interrogatories propounded. 
Mr. B. thought that a body of honorable men ought 
not to place him in this false light for the more 
transient purposes of party, with a view to in- 
fluence the elections at the south, now that those at 
the north had been got through with it. Mr. B. was 
proceeding further, but 


The Chair interposed, on the ground that the gen- 
tleman was transgressing the rules. 

The house refused to excuse Mr. Biddle. 

The question on. the adoption of the resolution 
was then taken. 

Mr. Wise refusing to vote when his name was 


names— 

Mr. Cushing raised this point of order. 
by one of the rules of the house, it was made obli- 
gatory on every member who was within the bar, 


members alphabetically. -Mr. C. insisted that the 
clerk could not proceed to call a subsequent name, 
until the member next preceding hiin on the roll, and 
who was at the time in his place, had voted, or un- 
til the house had taken order upon it. 

The Chair said this question had been decided in 
the 24th congress, and the decision of the chair had, 
in that instance, been affirmed by a vote of more 
than two to one. The clerk must proceed with the 
call, leaving the house to deal with a member in 
such manner, or not at all, as it might think proper. 


Mr. Cushing gave notice that he should renew the 
point, and he did so when the calling of the roll was 


order. 


oi principle which must be decided now. 
The Chair said that the annunciation of the vote 





could not be interrupted. 


In reply to Mr. W. the Speaker stated that this 
motion would go on the journal, when Mr. Wise 


Mr. Campbell, of Tenn. inquired of the speaker | 


interrogatory the speaker was understood to answer | Ye! 


y on the adoption of | 
the second of the said series of resolutions, in the 


Mr. Biddle asked permission to decline voting on 
the second proposition, as wantonly stigmatising a 


Mr. B. referred to the stand he bad taken in his own | 


His Van Buren opponent had | 


called, and the clerk proceeding to the ensuing 


That as, | 


when his name was called to vote, and by another | 
rule, the clerk was required to call the names of the | 


through, butthe Chair again ruled Mr. C. out of 


Mr. Cushing insisted that this was a question of 


| Mr. Cushing. Suppose a member’s vote may 
change the decision. 

The Chair said that the question might be put, 
and one member and another, and another, might re- 
fuse to vote until the business of the house might be 
in this way interrupted and postponed almost inde- 
finitely. 

Mr. Cushing put the case of a member asking to 
‘be excused and the house refusing, he should then 
positively and contumaciously reiuse to vote, was 
| the house fo let it pass? 

The Chair replied that the matter must be taken 
notice of at another period, for nothing could be sut- 
fered to interpose to prevent the annunciation of the 
decision. 

The roll having been gone through, the vote stood 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, 
Bouldin, Brodhead, Buchanan, Bynum, John Calioon, 
Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, Carier, Casey, 
Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Clowney, Coles, Con- 
nor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoole, Duncan, Elmore, Far- 
rington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Gallup, Jas. 
Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, Jas. Graham, Grant- 
land, Grant, Graves, Gray, Griffin, Hamer, Harlan, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, 
| Howard, Hubley, Robert M. 'T. Hunter, Thomas _ B. 
| Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph John- 
ison, Walliam Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, Klingersmith, 
Leadbetter, Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, James M 
Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham 
McClellan, McClure, Menefee, Mercer, Montgomery, 
Mcore, Morgan, Samuel W. Merris, Murray, Noble, 
Palmer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Reily, Rencher, 
Rhett, Robertson, Rumsey, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
| Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Southgate, 
| Spencer, Stuart, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, ‘Tho- 
| mas, Thempson, Toucey, Towns, ‘Turney, Vail, 
| Wagener, Webster. Whiitlesey, John White, Sherrod 
La ma J.W. Wiliams, C. H. Williams, Word, and 
|\— 134, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bond, Briggs, William B. 
|Calhoun, Childs, Clark, Ceffin, Corwin, Cransten, 
| Cushing, Darlington, Davee, Davies, Dunn, Edwards, 
| Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fietcher, Fillmore, 








| 








Resolved, Tliat the petitions for the abolition of | Fry, Giddings, Goode, William Graham, Grennell, 
slavery in the District cf Columbia and the territories | Hall, Halsted, Harper, Hastings. Henry, Herod, Lin- 
of the United States, and against the removal of slaves | coln, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maxwei!, McKennan, 
from one state to another, are a_ part of the plan of | Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Parmenter, 
operations set on foot to affect the institution of slavery ; ' 
in the several states, and thus indirectly to destroy that 


‘Peck, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Rando!ph, Reed, 
'Ridgway, Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
|Sibley, Slade, Smith, Stone, S:ratton, Tillinghast, 
| Titus, Toland, Albert 8S. White, Joseph L. Willams, 
-and Yor),—67. 

| Henry A. Wise refused to vote. 

So the second resolution was adopted. 

| The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the third resolution, in the words following, viz: 
| Resolved, 'That Congress has no right to do that indi- 
/rectly which it cannot do directly; and thatthe agitation 
| of the subject of slavery in the District of Columbia, or 
| the territories, as a means, and with a view of disturbing 
or everthrowing that institution in the several states, 1s 
| against the true spiritand meaning of the constitution, 
lan infringement of the rights of the states affected, and 
'a breach of the public faith on which they entered into 
the confederacy. 

| Mr. Bond asked fora division, so as to take the 
| vote first on that portion of the resolution contained 
in the following words: ‘Resolved, That congress 
| has no right to do that indirectly which it cannot do 
directly.” 
| Which said division was ordered. 
| And the question was then taken, and decided in 
‘the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, J. W. Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigz, Banks, Beatty, Beers, 
| Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Prodhead, 
| Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, J. Calhoon, Cambreleng, 
| W.B. Campbell, J. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapman, Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Connor, 
|Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, 
Dawson, Davee, Deberry, DeGrati, Dennis, Drom- 
'goole, Duncan, Dynn, Edwards, Elmore, Ewing, Far- 
_rington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, 
James, Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, Goode, Jas. 
Graham, Wm. Graham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, 
Gray, Griffin, Haley, Halsted, Hammond, Hamer, 
Harlan, Harrison, Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Henry, Herod, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, eg Vm. 
H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas 
3. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph 
Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kliugensmith, Legare, Lead- 
better, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, J. M. 
Mason. Samson Mason, Martin, Maury, May, Max- 
well, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClel- 
lan, McClure, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel Morris, 
Murray, Noble, Noyes, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Payn- 
ter, Pearce, Petrikin, Phel s, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, 
Pratt, Randolph, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Ridgway, 
| Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, Augustine H, 
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hepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, ; McKennan, Mitchell, C. Morris, Noyes, Peck, Potts, 


Southgaie, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Swearin- | Putnam, Rariden, Ridgway, Robinson, Russell, Salton- 


gen, ‘Taliaterro, Taylor, Titus, Toucey, | 
ney, Vail, Wagener, A. 8. White, John White, Whit- 
tlesey, 8. Wilhams, Jared W. Williams, Jos. L. Wil- 
liams, C. H. Williams, Word, Yell—170. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bond, 
Borden, Briggs, Childs, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Darlington, Davies, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, 
Fillmore, Giddings, Grennell, Hall, Kennedy, Lincoln, 
Calvary Morris, Peek, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Salton- 
stall, Slade, Smith, Tillinghast, Yorke—30. | 

So the first branch of the said resolution was 
agreed to. 

[When the name of Mr. Waddy Thompson was 


called on the last vote, that gentleman rose and asked’ 


to be excused from voting on the third resolution, 
because no vote that he could give would express 
his true opinions; because, whilst it positively as- 
serted what he believed to be true, that congress has 
no right to abolish slavery in the District with a view 
to abolishing it in the states, it implied, by the strong- 
est negative pregnant, that congress has the power 
to abolish in the District, if it is not done with a 
view to abolishing slavery in the states—a 
tion which he denied. Congress has no power to 
touch the subject even in the District. 


But the house refused to excuse Mr. T.] 

And che question recurring on the second branch 
of the said third resolution in the words following, 
viz. ‘And that the agitation of the subject of slave- 
ry in the District of Columbia or the territories, as 
aimeans and with a view of disturbing or over- 
throwing that institution in the several states, is 
against the true spirit and meaning of the constitu- 
tion, an infringement of the rights of the states af- 
fected, and a breach of the public faith on which they 
entered into the confederacy.” _ 

Mr. Rice Garland enquired if it would be in or. 
der for the inover of the resolution now to modify it? 

The Chair said it would not, because the house 
had orde.ed the main question upon it as it stood. 
It could only be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr Garland asked it for the mover of the reso- 
lution, but objections were heard in various parts of 
use. : 

a Wise asked the chair, not doubting himself, 
however, what would be his decision, whether the 
second branch of the third resolution was capable 
of such a division as to leave out the words—*‘as a 
means and with a view of disturbing and overthrowing 
that institution in the several states,” so as to make 
the proposition read, divided: “And that the agita- 
tion of the subject of slavery in the Distuict of Co- 
lumbia, or the territories, is against the true spirit 
and meaning of the constitution, an infringement of 
the rights of the states affected, and a breach of the 
public faith on which they entered into the confed- 


The speaker decided this division to be out of or- 


rand i 
= Wise remarked that the decision was right, 
and he only wished to draw attention to the fact 
that the resolution was so cunningly framed as to 
be incapable of this division. 

And the question was then taken and decided in 


affirmative, as follows: 

AAS — Mewes. Alexander, John W. Allan, An- 
derson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, 
Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bond, Bouldin, 
Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, John Cal- 
hoon, Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, John Camp- 
bell ‘Carter, Casey. Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, 
Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Crabb, 
Craig, Crarv, Crockett, Curtis, Cushman, Dawson, Da- 
vee, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Edwards, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, 
Gallup, James Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, James 
Graham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Gray, Griffin, Ha- 
ley, Hammand, Hamer, Harrison, Harper, Hawes, 

awkins. Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, 
Joseph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loo- 
mis, Lyon, Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, 
May Maxwell, McKay, R. McClellan, Abraham Mc 
Clellan, McClure, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Montgo- 
mery, Moore, Morgan, 8. W. Morris, Murray, Noble, 
Palmer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Randolph, Reily, 
Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, 
A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, 
Southwate, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Swearin- 
gen, Taliaferro, ‘Taylor, ‘Thomas, Thompson, ‘Titus, 
Toucey, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Albert S. 
White, John White, Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, 
Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. Wil- 
liams, Word, Yell, Yorke—164. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Borden, 
Briggs, W. B. Calhoun, Childs, Cranston, Cushing 
Darlington, Davies, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Richard 
Fletcher, Isauc Fletcher, Filmore, Giddings, Goode, 
Grennel!!, Hall, Halsted, Hastings, Lincoln, S. Mason, 








Towns, Tur- | stall, Sibley, Slade, Tilinghas:—39. 


So the second branch of the third resolution was 
agreed to. » 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the fourth resolution, in the words following, viz: 

Resolved, That the constitution rests on the broad 
principal of equality among the members of this confed- 
eracy, and that congress,-tn the exercise of its acknow- 
ledged powers, has no right to discriminate between the 
institutions of one portion of the states and another, 


we a view of abolishing the one end promoting the 
other. 


Mr. Lincoln rose and said that this resolution 
contained two distinct, substantive, and affimative 
propositions. The first was as follows: «That the 
constitution rests on the broad principle of equality 
among the members of the confederacy.” This 
pe not a truism, but a palpable and acknowledged 

alsity. 

The chair said that the gentleman could not dis- 
cuss the propositions. If he desired a division, he 
should state what it was, and the chair could decide 


roposi- whether it was admissible or not. 


Mr. Lincoln said it was from no captious dispo- 


lsition that he had risen; he wished to have the 


sense of the house distinctly-taken on the two pro- 
positions contained in this resolution. 

The chair desired that the gentleman would state 
what this proposition was. 

Mr. Lincoln then stated the division he desired, 
- it was ordered; the first branch being as fol- 
ows: 

‘Resolved, That the constitution rests on the broad 


princi ple of equality among the members of this confed- 
eracy.’ 


And the question was taken and decided in the 
affimative af follows: 

“YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, John W. Allen, An- 
derson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beat- 
ty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bond, 
Briggs, Brodhead, Buonson, Buchanan, Bynum, 
J. Calhoon, Cambreleng, W. B. Campbell, J. Camp- 
bell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, 
Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Connor, Corwin, 
Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushing, Cushinan, 
Dawson, Davee, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, Drom- 
yoole, Danean, Dunn, Edwards, Elmore, Ewing, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Giddings, Glascock, Goode, Jaines Graham, Wm. 
Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, 
Halsted, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley, R. M. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas 
B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, H. Jobnson, Joseph 
Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
J. W.Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, 
Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, 
Marvin, James M. Mason, Samson Mason, Martin, 
Maury, May, McKay, R. McClellen, A. McClel- 
lan, McClure, MeKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milli- 
gan, Mitchell, ;Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, S. W. 


Morris, C. Morris, Murray, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, 


Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, 
Peck, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Piumer, Pope, 
Pratt, Putnam, Rariden, Reily, Rencher, Rhett. 
Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, A. 
H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, 
Southgate, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Swear- 
ingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Ti- 
tus, ‘Toucey, ‘Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, 
Wagener, Webster, J. White, Whittlesey, 8. Wil- 
liams, J. W. Williams, J. L. Williams, Word, Yell, 
Yorke—182. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Heman Allen, 
Borden, William B. Calhoun, Cranston, Curtis, 
Darlington, Davies, Evans, Everett, R. Fletcher, 
Grennell, Hall, Hastings, Kennedy, Lincoln, Max- 
well, Potts, Randolph, Robinson, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Slade, Tillinghast, A. S. White—26. 

So the first branch of the fourth resolution was 
agreed to. 

The second branch included the words following: 
‘And that congress, in the exercise of its acknow- 
ledged powers, has noright to discriminate between 
the institutions of one portion of the states and ano- 
ther, with a view of abolishing the one and pro- 
moting the other.” 

And the question was then taken. 

The name of Mr. Kennedy having been called, 
that gentleman rose, and inquired of the chair if it 
was In order to correct a grammatical error. 

The speaker said that no alteration could be per- 
mitted by the rule. 

Mr. Kennedy said that, such being the case, pro- 
testing against the grammar of the resolution, he 
should vote in favor of it. 


And the question was decided in the affirmative, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, John W. Allen, 
Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, 





——— 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Birds, 
Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, Broadhead, Bronson Buck; 
anan, Bynum, Cambreling, William B. Campbe, 
John Campbell, Carter, vane © Chambers, Chaney 
Chapman, Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Conna’ 
Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushing 
Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Deberry, De Graff, Dee 
nis, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Far. 
rington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Ja, 
Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, Goode, Jame 
Graham, William Graham, Grantland, Graves, Gra 
Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Ham 
son, Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, 
Herod, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Willian 
H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thos 
B. Jackson, Jatez Jackson, Henry Johnson, J 
Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Ketnble 
Kennedy, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis 
Logan, Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, J. M. Mason, § 
Mason, Martin, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, R. My. 
Clellan, A. McClellan, McCiure, McKennan, Mep, 
efee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgome 
Moore, Morgan, 8S. W. Morris, C. Morris, Murray, 
Naylor, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Pari. 
Paynter, Pearce, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Pope, 
Pratt, Putnam, Randolph, Reiley, Rencher, Rhu 
Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, Ay, 
gustine H. Shepperd, Charles Sheperd, Shields, 
Sheplor, Sibley, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stone, 
Stuart, Strafton, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, Thompson, Toucey, Towns, Turney, 
Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Albert § 
White, John White, Whittlesey, S. Williams, | 
W. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. Williams, Word, 
Yell, Yorke—175. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Border, 
William B. Calhoun, Cranston, Darlington, Davies, 
Dunn, Evans, Everett, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Gid. 
dings, Grennell, Hall, Halsted, Hastings, Lincoln, 
Peck, Potts, Rariden, Robinson, Saltonstall, Slade, 
Smith, Tillinghast—26. 

So the second branch of the fourth resolution we 
agreed to. 

The last of the resolutions having been read a 
follows: 

Resolved, therefore, That ail attempts on the partd 
congress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia 
or the territories, or to prohibit the removal of slave 
from state to state, or to discriminate between the ins 
tutions of one portion of the country and another wit) 
the views aforesaid, are in violation of the constitution, 
destructive of the fundamental principles on which the 
union of these states rests, and beyond the jurisdiction 
of congress; and that every petition, memorial, resolu: 
tion, proposition, or paper touching or relating in any 
way, or to any extent whatever, to slavery as aforeseid, 
or the abolition thereof, shall, on the presentation thered, 
without any further action thereon, be laid on the tabl 
without being debated, printed, or referred. 

Mr. Randolph asked that it be divided, and thi 
the question be first put on the following clause: 

“That all attempts on the part of congress to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia or the territories, 
to prohibit the removal of slaves from state to state, 
to discriminate between the instituticns of one _portiti 
of the country and another with the views aforesail, 
are in violation of the constitution, destructive of tle 
fundamental principles on which the union of thes 
states rests, and beyond the jurisdiction of congress.” 

The chair said the division was in order; aud th 
question was thereupon so divided accordingly. 

Mr. Wise. I will now, if it be in order, or,# 
all events, to test the sense of the house, I wil 
move that the rules be suspended, to allow met) 
move as an amendment tostrike out the words “will 
the views aloresaid.”” And, lest this motion 
charged by the friends of the proposition with 
design to excite debate, I will pledge myself nt 
to debate the amendment. ee 

The chair said it was not in order, the previo 
question having been moved and seconded. Mr. 
Wise would submit, but he wished to strike 0! 
those words, because they are thes words which, 
under the party compact, bargained and sold the 
rights of the south. 

Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, said: I shall vote in th 
affirmative, omitting or expunging, so far as my Vol 
goes, the words ‘‘with the views aforesaid.” Co! 
gress has no constitutional power, for any ‘views 
or for any purposes whatever, to interfere with the 
question. ; 

The roll having been called, the resolution W® 
adopted by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. J. W. Allen, Anderson, At 
drews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirn® 
Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bond, Bouldin, Buchana® 
Bynum, J. Calhoon, Cambreleng, Wm. B. Camp 
bell, John Campbell, Carter, Paiay, Chambers, 
Chaney, Chapman, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Cor 
win, Crab, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Curtis, Cush 
man, Dawson, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, Drom 
goole, Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Fry: 
Gallup, James Garland, Rice Garland, Glascoch 
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James Gral 
mond, Ham 
Hawkins, E 
H. Hunter, 
Jackson, Ja 
ghnson, 
oe W. Jo! 
smith, Lega 
L on, Malic 
ays McK 
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ple, Palmer, 
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dolph, Reil. 
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Taylor, 
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Cc, H. Willi 


NAYS— 
crigg, Bord 
Cranston, C 
wards, Eva 
Fletcher, Fi 
Grennell, H 
Herod, Lin 
well, McKe 
Jor, Noyes, 
Robinson, | 
Slade, Strat 

The ques’ 
clause of tk 

“And tha 
proposition, 
way, or toa 
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Mr. Polls 
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yeas and n 
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YEAS—! 
len, John W 
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Clark, Coffi 
Cushing, D. 
wards, Eva 
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er, Hastin 
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mriden, Rand 
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ley, Slade, 
Albert S. ¥ 
Yorke—85. 
NAYS—! 
Banks, Beat 
Bouldin, Bi 
Cambreleng 
Carter, Case 
Connor, Cr, 
berry, De G 
more, Farrii 
James Garls 
land, Grant, 
lan, Harrise 
Hopkins, H 
Robert M. ° 
Jackson, H. 
N. Jones, J 
Klingens:nit 
Loomis, Ly 
Maury, May 
McClellan,” 
Morgan, M: 


Tay, Noble, . 


Petrikin, Ph 
Rencher, Ri 
Sawyer, At 
ard, Shields 
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Tod William 
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So the ho: 
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pa 
ce james Grabam, Grontland, Gray, Griffin, Ham. 
they, on Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Harper, Haws, 
uch H wkins; Haynes, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Wm. 
pbell, a Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Thomas B. 
mine, on oN Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph 
nor, 5 oe Wm. Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
shing, eo w. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, Klingen- 
Denso ith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, 
7 Far. A coms Mallory, Jaines M. Mason, Martin, Maury, 
Jas, ay, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham Mc- 
Prom Clellan, McClure, Menetfee, Mercer, Montgomery, 
i ray, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, No- 
oo. ple, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Pe- 
‘Ihe: trikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Ran- 
Th dolph, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, 
= . Rumsey, Sawyer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles 
. Shepard, Shieids, Sheplor, Snyder, Southgate, 
Hein. Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Swearingen, Taliaterro, 
soy Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Titus, Toucey, 








































































































Towns, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Albert 
s, White, John White, Whittlesey, Sherrod Wil- 
jians, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 


. Me. 
Mep. 


itt C. H, Williams, Yell—147. 

Parris, NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Ay- 
Pope, Mecrigz, Borden, Briggs, Win. B. Calhoun, Childs, 
Rhett, fe Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, Davis, Dunn, Ed- 
r, Ay. Meewards, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Isaac 













hields, fe Fletcher, Fillmove, Foster, Giddings, Goode, Grant, 
Stone, Me Grennell, Haley, Hail, Halsted, Hustings, Henry, 
‘aylor, [ee Herod, Lincoln, Marvin, Samson Mason, Max- 
urney, Meewell, McKennan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
ert §, Melor, Noyes, Peck, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Reed, 
ns, J, Me Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Sheffer, Sibley, 
Word, Me Slade, Stratton, Tillinghast—51. 

The question then recurring on the remaining 
orden, fmm clause of the resolution, viz: 
Javies, “And that every petition, memorial, resolution, 
°, Gi. proposition, or paper touching or, relating in any 
incoln, fe way, or to any extent whatever, toslavery as afore- 


Slade, HM said, or the abolition thereof, shall, on the presenta- 
tion thereof, without any further action thereon, 
be laid on the table without being debated, printed 
or referred.” rae 

Mr. Polls moved to lay this part of the resolution 


on the table, andon that motion demanded the 


On Wet 


read a 






















part of fyeas and nays, which were ordered and taken, 
lumbia Hand resulted as follows: 
f slave > }=YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Al- 
he insi: HP len, John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, Borden, 
colle, Briggs, Win. B. Calhoun, John Calhoun, Childs, 
ich the Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, 
sdiction ee Cusning, Darlington, Davee, Davies, Dunn, Ed- 
resol: eewards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, I. 
rinany(merletcher, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, Wm. Gra- 
‘orescid, feham, Graves, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Halsted, Har- 
thereol, er, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Ingham, Lincoln, 
‘he table Marvin, Samson Mason, Maxwell, McKennan, 
; Menefee, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
ind tha Mor, Noyes, Parmenter, Peck, Potts, Putnam, Ra- 
AuSE: Meriden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Robin- 
) aboli son, Russell,! Saltonstall, Sergeant, Sheffer, Sib- 
ny ley, Slade, Smith, Stratton, Pillinghast, Toland, 
* port Albert S. White, Joseph L. Williams, Word and 
forestid Y orke—85 ‘ 
e of th NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
of thee ime Danks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, 
ress.” J Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, 
and the Cambreleng, Wm. B. Campbell, John Campbell, 
gly. Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Clowney, Coles, 
T, or, tt Connor, Craig, Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, De- 
>», I will@berry, De Gratf, Dennis, Droingoole, Duncan, El- 
w memmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, 
js ‘wil James Garland, Glascock, James Graham, Grant- 
tion be MRland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, Har- 
with lan, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, 


self not 


previous 
d. Mr 
rike oll 

which, 
gold the 


fe in the Morgan, Mathias Morris, Samuel W. Morris, Mur- 
my vole tray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, 
» “Con Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plummer, Pratt, Reily, 
syjews Mm Rencher, Rhett, Rives, John Robinson, Rumsey, 


with the 


tion w3s 





on, An Wazener, Webster, John White, Whittlesey, Sher- 
Beirne, MH tod Williams, Jared W. Williams, Christopher H. 
ichanal, illiams, Yell—129. 
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or, Cor 
5, Cush 
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table, 










the tesolution if adopted? 








Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, 
Robert M. T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez 
Jackson, H. Johnson, J. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, 
N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, 
Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin, 
Maury, May, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham 
McClellan, McClure, Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, 


Sawyer, Angustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shep- 
ard, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Southgate, Spen- 
cer, Stuart, Stone, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Tay- 
lor, Thomas, Titus, Toucy, Towns, Turney, Vail, 


So the house refused to lay the resolution on the 


Mr. Jenifer inquired what would be the effect of 
Wouldit not be to de- 
Clare that all petitions on the subject of the aboli- 


man must settle for himself; it did not appertain to 
the chair to interpret the resolution, or declare what | 
its effects would be. 
Mr. Pope asked to be excused from voting, as he 
feared his vote might be inisunderstood and misre- 
[hems If he voted in the affirmative, it would 
e understood as saying that abolition petitions 
were to be received: if in the negative, that they 
were to be acted on. The proposition was in con- 
flict with those already adopted by the house; and 
if he voted for it, he should contradict the votes he 
had already given. 
The house refused to excuse him. 
Mr. Chambers asked to be excused, on the ground 
that if he voted in the affirmative he should be un- 
derstood as approving the reception of abolition pe- 
tions. 
His request was refused. 
The yeas and nays were then called. | 
When Mr. Wise’s name was called, he arose and 
said, he would not vote upon that proposition because 
it admitted the power of congress to receive and con- 
sider abolition petitions, which power of congress and 
the right of which petitions he wholly denied; and that 
he refused to vote upon all the resolutions, because 
they declare nothing more or less than that congress 
has no power to alolish slavery in the sTATEs etther 
directly or indirectly—a proposition which he for his 
constituents, can never consent to be affirmed or 
denied by congress; for, if it may be affirmed, it 
may be denied, and the reception of abolition peti- 
tions is the entering wedge to its denial at some 
not very distant day. 
The roll having been gone through, the vote stood 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknel!, Birdsal!, Brod- 
head, Buchanan, Bynum, J. Calhoun, Cambreleng, W. 
B. Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapman, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, 
Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, DeGrafl, Den- 
nis, Dromgocle, Elmore, Farrington, Fairtield, Fry, 
Gallup, James Garland, Rice Garland, James Grahain, 
Grantland, Graves, Hammond, Hainer, Harrison, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, T. 
B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph 
Johnson Wm. C. Johnsou, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, Klingensmith, Legare, 
Leadbetter, Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, James M. Mason, 
Martin, Maury, May, McKay, Robert McClellan, 
Abraham McClellan, McClure, Menefee, Mercer, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 
Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Paynter,Pearce, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Pratt, Reily, Rencher, Rheit, 
Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, A. H. Shepard, 
Charles Shepard, Shields, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, 
Stuart, Stone, Swearingen, Taliaferro, ‘Taylor, Thomas, 
Thompson, ‘Titus, ‘Toucey, ‘Towns, ‘'urney, Wagener, 
Webster, John White, Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, 
J. W. Williams, C. H. Williams, Yell—127. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, 
Briggs, Bronson, William B. Calhoun, Cinlds, Clark, 
Coffin, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Dar- 
lington, Davee, Davies, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, I. Fletcher, 
Fillmore, Foster, Giddings, Goode, William Graham, 
Grant, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Halsted, Harper, 
Hastings, Henry, Herod, Ingham. Lincoin, Marvin, 
Samson Mason, Maxwell, McKennan, Milligan, Mit- 
chell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Parmenter, Peck, 
Potis, Putnam, Kariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, 
Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Sheffer, Slade, 
Stratton, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, A. S. White, Joseph L. 
Williams, Word, Y orke—78. 

Henry A. Wise refused to vote. 

So the house adopted the remaining branch of the 
proposition. 

Mr. Kennedy asked leave to ofier the following 
resolution: 








Resolved, That the constitution rests on the broad 
principle of equality among the members of this confed- 
eracy; and that.congress, in the exercise of its acknow- 
ledged powers, has no right to discriminate between one 
portion of the states and another with’ a view to abolishi- 
ing the institutions of the one, or promoting those of the 
other. 

or 


Objection being made, 

Mr. K. moved to suspend the rules, and asked the 
yeas and nays; but before the question on ordering 
them was taken, the house, on motion of Mr. Potts, 
adjourned. 

Thursday, Dec. 13. Mr. Wise stated, in conse- 
quence, he said, of an enquiry made of him by the 
clerk, that he had refused to vote on all the resolu- 
tions of Mr. Alherton, adopted yesterday and the 
day before. 

Mr. Kennedy, in reference to the resolution of- 
fered by him yesterday, said he had supposed the 
limit conveyed in it would have suggested to the 
gentleman from N. H. (Mr. Atherton,) the pro- 
priety of amending his own resolution, but as the 
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lon of slavery were-to be received by the house? 
he chair said that was a question every gentle- 


oe had not not done so, Mr. K. withdrew 
is. 


Mr. Adams asked leave of the house to offer the 


following resolution: 
tesolved, That the powers of congress being con- 
ferred by the constitutiun of the United States, no reso- 
lution of this house can add to or deduct from them. 
Objection having been made, 


Mr. Adams said, as it was necessary for him to 
justify himself for having voted against all the reso- 
lutions of the gentleman from New Hampsiire, 
(Mr. Athertop,) he (Mr. A.) felt himself bound to 
inove a suspension of the rule. ; 

Mr. Tillinghast demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered, and, being taken, 
were: Yeas 75, nays 124. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, 
John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Biddle, Bond, Borden, 
Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Darlington, Davies, Dennis, Dunn, Kvans, Everett, 
Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Giddings, Goode, William Graham, Graves, Gren- 
nell, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Henry, Herod, Jenifer, William Cosi Johnson, Ken- 
nedy, Lincolu, Mallory, Marvin, S. Mason, May, 
Maxwell, Mulligan, Mitchell, C. Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Peck, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Edward Robinson, Rumsey, Rus- 
sell, Salienstall, Sergeant, Slade, Southgate, Talia- 
ferra, ‘Tillinghast, Toland, Albert 5S. White, Wise; 
Word, and Yorke—75. 

NAYS— Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beers, Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, 
Broason, Buchanan, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, 
Win. B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chap- 
man, Clark, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, 
Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, Dromgoole, 
Dunean, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, 
Gailup, James Garland, Glascock, James Graham, 
Grantiand, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hainmond, 
Hamer, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William H, Hunter, 
Inguam, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry 
Jotnson,; Nathaniel Jones, Jolin W. Jones, Keim, 
Kernble, Kiingensmith, Legare, Lewis, Lvoinis, 
Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, Maury McKay, 
Robert McClellan, Abraham MceCiellan, McClure, 
McKennan, Menelee, Montgomery, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, 
Phelps, Pickens, Plemer, Pope, Pratt, Rencher, 
Rheit, Rives, John Robertson, Sawyer, Shelter, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, 








Spencer, Stanly, Stuart, Swearingen, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Under- 
wood, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, 
John White, Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, Jared 

W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, and Yell—124. 

On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the rules were sus- 
pended for the purpose, and the speaker laid before 
the house a communication from the secretary of 
the treasury, in answer toa resolution of this house 
ofthe 29th June last, transmitting a report of ail 
the information which could be obtained as to the 
use of steam engines, the accidents and loss of life 
and property which have attended their use, to- 
gether with various ramifications on the subject. 

Mr. Sergeant moved that the communication be 

referred to a select a committee of seven, and that 
it be printed under the superintendence of the se- 
cretary of the treasury, with power to make any 
additional corrections which may occur to him in 
the course of the printing. 
Mr. Davies moved to amend the latter motion 
by introducing the words ‘by the printer of the 
house,’ which Mr. Sergeant accepted as a modifi- 
cation, and both motions were then agreed to. 

Mr. Wise asked leave of the house to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, 'That congress has no power to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, or in the territories 
of the United States, whether such power in said dis- 
trict or terruorves be exercised “as a means or with the 
view of disturbing and overthrowing slavery in the states” 
or not. 

_ Resolved, That congress has no power to abolish the 
slave trade, or prohibit the removal of slaves between 
the states, or between the states and the District of Cu- 
lumbia or territories of the United States, or between 
the District of Columbia and the territories of the 
United States. 

Resolved, ‘That congress cannot receive or consider 
petitions fur the exercise of any powers whatever over 
the subject of slavery which congress does not possess. 

Resolved, That the laws of congress alone goveri in 
prescribing and regulating the mode and manner in 
which fugitive slaves shall be apprehended, and their 
rights to freedom tried, in the non-slaveholding states, 
District of Columbia, and territories, and the mode and 
manner in which they shall be restored er delivered 
to their owners in the slave states. 

Resolved, ‘That congress has no power to impose upon 
any state the abolition of slavery in its limits, as a con- 
dition of admission into this union. 
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Resolved, That the citizens of the slaveholding states 
of this union have the constitutional right voluntarily to 
take their slaves to or through a non-slaveholding state, 
and to sojourn or remain temporarily with such slaves, 
inthe same, and the slaves are not thereby ipso facto 
emancipated; and the general government is constitu- 
<a bound to protect the rights of slaveholders to 
their slave property in non-slaveholding states; and all 
laws of non-slaveholding states in conflict with the 
laws of congress providing for such protection are null 
and void. 

Mr. Wise said he had asked leave to introduce 

these resolutions, as representing his sentiments 
and the sentiments of the south. Mr. W. pledged 
himself not to debate them, and that, although he 
deprecated the example, he would move the pre- 
vious question upon them. —_ 
' Mr. Rives inquired if they did not fall within the 
scope of the last resolution adopted yesterday? [or- 
dering all papers on the subject of slavery to be laid 
upon the table.] | 

The chair replied that the resolutions were not 
yet before the house, the motion being for leave to 
introduce them. 

Several members said, ‘object to them.” 


Mr. Rives did so, and Mr. Wise moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules, calling for the yeas and nays; 
which, being ordered, were, yeas 113, nays 96, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Al- 
len, Aycrigg, Banks, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, 
Bynum, Wa. B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, William 
B. Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, 
Coffin, Coles, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 
Darlington, Dawson, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Evans, 

iwing, Richard Fletcher, James Garland, Rice 
Garland, Giddings, Glascock, James Graham, 
Grantland, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hall, Harlan, 
Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hen- 
ry, Robert M. I’. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, 
Henry Johnson, William Cost Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Kennedy, Legare, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, 
Mallory, James M. Mason, Samson Mason, Martin, 
Maury, McKay, Abraham McClellen, Menefee, 
Mercer, Miligan, Mitchell, Moore, Murray, Nay- 
lor, Noyes, Ogle, Pearce, Peck, Pickens, Pope, 
Potts, Putnam, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, 
John Robertson, Edward Robinson, Rumsey, Sal- 
‘tonstall, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Charles Shepard, Shields, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, 
Stuart, Stone, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Towns, John White, Whittlesey, Sherrod 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. Williams, 
Wise, Word, and Yell—113. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Anderson, An- 
drews, Atherton, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, 
Birdsall, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, 
Cambreleng, Casey, Connor, Corwin, Craig, Crary, 
Cushinan, Davee, Davies, Deberry, Dromgoole, 
Dunean, Everett, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac 
Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Goode, 
William Graham, Grant, Gray, Haley, Halsted, 
Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Herod, Holt, Hop- 
kins, Howard, Hubley, Wm. H. Hunter, Ingham, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, 
Loomis, Marvin, Maxwell, Robert McClellan, Mc- 
Ciure, MeKennan, Montgomery, Morgan, Calvary 
Morris, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Phelps, Plumer, Pratt, Rariden, Reily, 
Rives, Russell, Sheffer, Sheplor, Sibley, Snyder, 
Spencer, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, 
Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Web- 
ster, Weeks, Albert S. White, and Jared W. Wil- 
liains—96. 

So the motion to suspend was decided in the 
negative, there not being two-thirds voting for the 
inotion. 


Mr. Slade asked leave to introduce the following 
resolution: 

Whereas there exists, and is carried on between 
the ports in the District of Columbia and other 
ports of the United States, and under the sanction 
of the laws thereof, a trade in human beings, where- 
by thousands of them are annually sold and trans- 
ported from said District to distant parts of the 
country, in vessels belonging to citizens of the 
United States; and whereas such trade involves an 
outrageous violation of human rights, is a disgrace 
to the country by whose laws it is sanctioned, 
and calls for the immediate interposition of legisla- 
tive authority for its suppression: 

Therefore, to the end that all obstacles to the 
consideration of this subject may be removed, and 
a remedy for the evil speedily provided. 

Resolved, That so much of the fifth of the resolutions 
on the subject of slavery, passed by this house on the 11th 
and 12th of the present month, as relates to “the remov- 
al of slaves from state to state,” and prohibits the action 
of this house on “every petition, memorial, resolution, 


Objections having been made, 

Mr. S. moved that the rules be suspended, and 
asked for the yeas and nays on that motion, which 
were ordered, and being taken were yeas 55, nays 
157 as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Al- 
len, John W. Allen, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Wm. 
B. Calhonn, Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, 
Curtis, Cushing,Darlington, Davee, Davies, Evans, 
Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, 
Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, Grennell, Hall, Hal- 
stead, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Lincoln, Samon 
Mason, cKennan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, 
Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Peck, Potts, 
Putnam, Raredin, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, E. 
Robinson, Russell, Sergeant, Sibley, Slade, Tilling- 


|hast, Toland and A. S. White—55. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bick- 
nell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Buchanan, Bynum, John Calhoon,- Cambreleng, 
William B. Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, 
Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, 
Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Crockett, 
Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Dunn, Ellmore, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, James 
Graham, Wm. Graham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, 
Gray, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hub- 
ley, William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, H. 
Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Ken- 
nedy, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin, 
Maury, May, Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClel- 
lan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Menefee, 
Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, 
Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Reily, Ren- 
cher, Rhett, Rives, John Robinson, Rumsey, Saw- 
yer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, 
Shields, Sheplor, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, 
Stuart, Stone, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, Thompson, Titus, Toucy, Towns, Tar- 
ney, Wagener, Webster, John White, Whittlesey, 
Skerrod Williams, Jared Williams, Christopher H, 
Williams, Wise, Word, Yell and Yorke—157. 

So the house refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. Calhoon, of Ky., asked leave to submit the 
following: 

Resolve, that the committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to report a bill making it unlawful for any per- 
son to aid fugitive slaves in escaping from t'eir owners, 
and providing for the punishment in the courts of the 
U. 8. of all persons who may be guilty of such offence. 





And that they be further instructed to report a bill ma- 
king it unlawful for any person in the non-slaveholding 
states of this union touse any means to induce slaves 
from their owners, and providing for the punishment in 
the courts of the United States of all persons who may 
be found guilty of such offence. 

Objection having been made by Mr. Adams, 

Mr. Calhoon moved a suspension of the rule, and 
asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered; and 
being announced, they were yeas 89, nays 107, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Banks, Beirne, Bell, Bouldin, 
Bynum, John Calhoon, John Campbell, Carter, 
Chambers, Chapman, Cheatham, Clowney, Coffin, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crockett, Curtis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoole, Elmore, James Gar- 
land, Rice Garland, Giddings, Glascock, James 
Graham, Grantland, Graves, Gray, Griffin, Harlan, 
Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Robert M. T. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, 
Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Kemble, Kennedy, Lewis, Lyon, 
Maliory, James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, 
McKay, Abraham MeClellan, Menefee, Montgo- 
mery, Morgan, Murray, Palmer, Parker, Pearce, 
Phelps, Pope, Rencher, Rives, John Robertson, 
Rumsey, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles 
Shepard, Shields, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, 
Stuart, Stone, Taliaterro, ‘Fowns, Turney, Under- 
wood, John White, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Word, 
Yell, and Yorke—89. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, John W. 
Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, 
Beatty, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Borden, 
Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, William B, 
Calhoun, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Childs, 
Clark, Cranston, Cushing, Cushman, Davee, Da- 
vies, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher, I. Fletcher, 
Fry, Gallup, Goode, William Graham, Grant, Gren- 
nell, Haley, Hall, Halsted, Hammond, Hamer, 
Henry, Herod, Holt, Hubley, William H. Hunter, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Keim, Klingensmith, Lead- 








roposition, or tame touching” the same, be, and here- 
y 1s, rescinded. 


better, Lincoln, Loomis, Marvin, Samson Mason, 


| 


—_—— 


| Maxwell, Robert McClellan, McClure, McKenna,’ 

Milligan, Mitchell, Moore, C. Morris, Naylor, x. 
ble, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Beck, 
Petrikin, Plumer, Potts, Pratt, Rariden, Reed’ 
Reily, Ridgway, Edward Robinson, 
tonstall, Sawyer, Sheffer, Sheplor, Sibley, Sjaq 
Smith, Snyder, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Tit 
linghast, Toland, Toucey, Vanderveer, Wagene, 
Webster, Albert S. White, Whittlesey, and Jared 
W. Williams—107. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of way a, 
means, reported a bill making appropriations in p, 
for the support of the general government for th, 
year 1838; which was read twice and committeg 

On motion of Mr. Grennell, 

The house proceeded to the execution of th, 
order of Monday, for the election of a chaplain o, 
its part, when the following nominations we, 
made. 

Mr. Davies nominated the rev. A. Babbitt. 

Mr. Craig nominated the rev. Levi R. Reese, 

Mr. Mason, of Va., nominated the rev. FE. ¢. 
Hutchinson. 

Mr. Wise nominated the rev. W. Ford. 

Mr. Taylor nominated the rev. Mr. Owen. 

Mr. Cushman nominated the rev. Mr. Bulfinch, 

Mr. Gallup nominated the rev. Mr. Fowler, 

Mr. Mercer nominated the rev. Mr. Tuston. 

The first five gentlemen were appointed to super. 
intend the taking of the votes; and being taken, they 
were announced as follows: 


Whole number of votes givenin . » 198 
Necessary to a choice ‘ - 100 
Mr. Reese received , ; 4 - 100 
Babbitt . : , . ‘ ° lf 
Hutchinson . ° ° ° . 95 
Owen ‘ . ° . ° " 
Bulfinch . ° ‘ , . 25 
Fowler . . : , ‘ ‘ 1 


Tuston. ‘ , ‘ ° ' li 
So the rev. Mr. Reese was declared duly elected, 
The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasufy, transmitting a con. 
munication from the fifth auditor, setting forth what 
has been done under the actof 7th July last, mak. 
ing appropriations for building light-houses, light. 
boats, beacon-lights, buoys, &c. 
Also, a letter from the secretary of the navy, in 
answer to the resolution of July last, as to what 


session of congress. 


mitting statements of the expenditures on account 
of the contingent expenses of the offices of the sec. 
retary of the navy and of the commissioners of the 
navy for the last year. 

All which were respectively laid on the table ani 
ordered to be printed, when the house adjourned. 


FRIDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

The following is a synopsis of the proceedings of 
yesterday in the house of representatives. A more 
detailed account shall have a place in the next 
‘““REGISTER:” 

Friday, December 14. On motion of Mr. Cust 
man, it was ordered that no committee of the house 
should employ a clerk at the public expense with 
out first obtaining leave of the house. 

The bill making appropriations, in part, for tle 
support of government for the year 1838-9, was 
passed through all its stages, and sent to the senalt 
for concurrance. 

On motion of Mr. Cushing, 

Resolved, That the petitions, resolutions, and othet 
papers, on the subject of the commercial intercourse b¢ 
tween the United States and the foreign colonies 0 
Great Britain, not finally acted upon at the last sessioh 
be taken from the files, and recommitted to the com 
mittee on foreign affairs. __ 

On motion of Mr. Cushing, 

Resolved, That the resolutions and other papers 0 
the subject of the territory of Oregon, not finally acted 
upon at the last session, be taken from the files, a1 
recommitted to the committee on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Cushing gave notice that he should ask leav? 
the next day to introduce a bill for the protection 
of citizens of the United States in the territory 
| Oregon. hi: 
| Mr. Calhoun, of Mass., presented some petitions 
on the abolition of slavery in the Dist. of Columbia 

Mr. Wise objected to their reception, and raisé 
the point of order whether the resolution adopted 
by the house authorized the reception of these pet!- 
tions. m 

The chair overruled the point, and Mr. We 
took an appeal, but after being discussed for — 
time by Messrs. Wise, Rives, Stanly, Pickens, Ro? 
ertson, and Glascock, the decision of the chair was 
affirmed by the house, ayes 185, noes 6. 

After the adoption of some resolutions on the 





order of business, the house adjourned till Monday 


Russell, ga)’ f 


Also, aletter from the secretary of the navy, trans B 


number of clerks have been employed to answer 7 
calls for information by the house during the last ' 
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